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Fig. 1 An example of area-specific analysis of the tuberculosis problem with a Microsoft Excel
software. Graphic presentation of the trends of notification rate of tuberculosis of a Public Health
Center area compared with those of the whole country and the entire Tokyo.
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Fig. 2 Data entry screen of the problematic TB cases Consultation System. The data of cases
inputted by the staff of the Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health through Public Health

Centers are stored in the TB Consultation Data Base.
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Fig. 3 Main menu screen of the TB Control Data System operated by the Tokyo
Metropolitan Institute of Public Health.

Table List of Hospitals regularly providing bacteriological examination results of the patients
to the TB Control Data System (As of April 2014)
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Field Activities

TUBERCULOSIS SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM IN TOKYO
— The Efforts of the Metropolitan Government and Its Achievements —

"Yoshiyuki SUGISHITA, *Hideo MAEDA, and *Toru MORI

Abstract Although the number of newly registered tuber-
culosis (TB) cases in Tokyo has steadily declined in recent
years, incidence rates, TB patients’ age distribution, their
nationalities, and socio-economic conditions vary widely
according to different areas across Tokyo. In addition, TB
outbreaks occur in Tokyo several times every year, as well
as the incidents of cases that require a large-scale contact
investigation, often involving many public health centers.

In order to address such issues, the TB Epidemiology
Center of the Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health
(Center) launched a series of TB surveillance strengthening
projects for better data collection and sharing information
among public health centers in 2012. The projects include
the routine systematic monitoring of newly registered TB
patients, with special attention to TB cases such as infants,
school children, and persons with special jobs, including
school teachers, nursery staff, and nurses, who may expose
other people around them on the job to infection. When such
cases are identified in the database, the Center and the local
public health center discuss necessary actions. Computer
software was developed that assists public health centers
analyzing TB problems in their service area. When the output
of the TB Surveillance System is fed into this software, graphs
are plotted showing trends of various parameters of the TB
problem of the health center area, in comparison with those
of the entire country and Tokyo.

A database of problematic cases of patients or incidents
that have been discussed between public health centers and
the Center is maintained. This database provides useful
information as references for planning measures for similar
new cases in the field.

Finally, we recently introduced a new computer TB Sur-
veillance system that is accessible through an internet web
site to assist collection and management of TB patient infor-
mation, through cooperation of relevant institutions.

All these efforts of the Metropolitan government are
expected to strengthen the TB control program activities of

the public health centers in Tokyo.

Key words: Tuberculosis control, Epidemiology, Surveillance,
Database, Public Health Center

"Epidemiological Information Section, Tokyo Metropolitan
Institute of Public Health, *Bureau of Social Welfare and
Public Health, Tokyo Metropolitan Government, *Research
Institute of Tuberculosis, Japan Anti-Tuberculosis Association
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