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Fig. 1 Newly registrated cases and incident rate (per 100,000) by patient classificatiion, age and sex
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Fig.2 Negative conversion rates after chemotherapy
H: isoniazid R: rifampicin E: ethambutol
S: streptomycin PZA: pyrazinamide
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Abstract

1. Our strategies for tuberculosis —new prevention guide-
line: Midori KAMEI (Ministry of Health, Labour and Wel-
fare)

The number of patients in Japan is decreasing after World
War II. But Japan still has nearly 24000 new patients in each
year. It is more than most developed countries. In tuberculosis
patients, the percentage of old generation is getting higher.
Therefore the number of patients who have other complication
is increasing. So system of Japanese providing tuberculosis
treatment must be changed. In our new prevention guideline,
we plan to build the local networks of tuberculosis treatment.
Under this strategy, hospitals cooperate depending on their
function and location to provide patients appropriate treat-
ments.

In this prevention guideline, we mentioned about following
things: importance of networks between tuberculosis treat-
ments providers; strengthen Japanese DOTS; focus on high
risk groups like foreigners from tuberculosis high burden
countries; continue BCG vaccination for infants; effective and
efficient tuberculosis examinations. With these strategies, we
want to achieve low prevalence in tuberculosis.

2. The roles of National Hospital Organization concern-
ing medical supply for tuberculosis in future: Takuya
KURASAWA (NHO Minami-Kyoto National Hospital)

Through the analyses of the epidemic transition of tuber-
culosis in Japan, the present condition of medical supply for
tuberculosis patients and how to manage the beds for tuber-
culosis, I extract some problems about medical system for
tuberculosis in Japan, and discuss how should be the medical
system for tuberculosis and the roles of National Hospital
Organization (NHO) concerning medical supply for tubercu-
losis in future.

The roles of NHO are as follows: 1) The management and
maintenance of beds for tuberculosis patients which correspond
to the needs in the 3rd medical areas. 2) The sends of the
medical information about tuberculosis, education and training
for medical and nursing students and staffs. 3) The promotion
of the clinical research and clinical examinations of new drugs

about tuberculosis by the network in whole Japan. 4) The
participation to the DOTS and cohort conference with the
health center in areas.

3. Towards elimination of tuberculosis in Japan: Nobukatsu
ISHIKAWA (Research Institute of Tuberculosis, Japan Anti-
Tuberculosis Association)

Japan will be reaching the low incidence of tuberculosis (10
new patients per 100,000 population each year and continuous
reduction afterword) around 2020, but we should aim further
beyond it. As most of the developed countries have been facing
new problems of resurging or stagnation of incidence after they
achieved the low incidence almost 20—30 years ago, we should
aim at achieving the elimination of tuberculosis which is
less than one patient per a million population. Japan Anti-
Tuberculosis Association (JATA) was established in 1939
when tuberculosis was highly prevalent and the mortality
was seriously high in Japan to prevent and treat tuberculosis
through a close cooperation with the government and NGOs.
JATA would continue the efforts for the coming half century
until elimination, conducting researches, innovation of new
technology, manpower development, program support, inter-
national cooperation, public education and mobilization, advo-
cacy. Collaboration and net-working with various organizations
should be strengthened, and the National Hospital Organization
is JATA’s most powerful and important partner.
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