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Fig. 1-1 Number of TB patients among foreign employees
and estimate of foreign employees
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Fig. 1-2 Number of TB patients in foreign students,
foreign pre-college students, and foreign college students
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Fig. 1-3 Number of TB patients in foreign housekeepers,
spouses of Japanese, permanent and long-term residents
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Table Characteristics of tuberculosis patients with alien citizenship

Mode of case-detection

School

Citizenship of country

Brasil Others

China Philippines Korea Indonesia

Others/
unknown

Contact
survey

Company

health exam. health exam.

Out-patient
department

> 5 years

Sex ratio Residence Residence
= 5 years

M:F

Total

54 46 180
29.1

8.7
20
7.7

166 132 41
21.3

26.8

18
2.9
16
6.2

24
39

127
20.5

449

259
41.8

360
58.2

292
47.2

327

619

Regular employee

7.4
28
10.8

6.6
15
5.8

72.5

100 52.8 :

260
100

(%)

64
24.6

67
25.8

66
254

42
16.2

199
76.5

103
39.6

157
60.4

118 142
454 : 546

(%)

Temporary/daily employee

14
36.8

2.6

oo

10
23.7

26.3

4

10.5
163
50.0

4
10.5

27
711

22
57.9

16
42.1

38 21 17
100 553 @ 447

326

(%)

Self-employed

95
29.1

53
16.3

7
2.1

26
8.0

14
4.3
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50.9

118
36.2

65
19.9

261

161

165

Attending schools

0.6

1
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139
100
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20
14.4

3
2

3.

12
8.6

77
55.4

22
15.8

oo
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95.7

95
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44
31.7

136
97.8

3
22 :

(%)

Housekeepers

oo
o™

16.7

50.0

oo
o

oo
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16.7
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323

(%)

Children < 6 year-old
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22
6.8
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189
58.5
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41.5

215

108

Jobless & others
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(%)
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Total
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TRENDS IN TUBERCULOSIS INFECTION AMONG FOREIGNERS
IN JAPAN ACCORDING TO WORK STATUS

'Hitoshi HOSHINO, 'Masako OHMORI, and *Masaji OKADA

Abstract [Purpose] TB among foreigners is presently a
serious issue in some developed countries and could become
so in Japan. The purpose of this report is to assess the epidemi-
ological situation of TB among foreigners in Japan.

[Materials and Methods] The trend of TB reporting among
foreigners in Japan was examined with regard to work status.

[Results] The number of reported TB cases among employ-
ees and students in Japan increased between 1998 and 2008,
but that among housekeepers was level throughout the same
period. The increase among employees and students might
be due to the increased numbers of foreign employees and
students. In the case of housekeepers, the increase in the num-
ber of permanent residents did not lead to an increase in TB
among these housekeepers. Estimates of TB reporting rates
decreased during the study period, so the changes in reporting
rates would not have caused the increase in TB cases. This
downward trend may have been caused by an increase in
longer-term residents and a decrease in TB incidence in home
countries. Even though the TB reporting rate is decreasing, the
rates in those countries are much higher than in Japan in the
same work categories.

[Discussion] To control the spread of TB, it is important to

identify high-risk individuals. The Japanese TB control pro-

gram should further strengthen mass health examination
programs for foreign housekeepers and employees (especially
temporary and daily employees), case-finding based on
individuals’ access to hospitals or clinics when suffering from
TB symptoms, and flexible and periodic adjustment of TB
control activities for foreigners according to future changes in
the number and distribution of foreigners in Japan. Furthermore,
improving the TB epidemiological situation in home countries
might contribute to the downward trend of TB reporting rates
among foreigners in Japan. Therefore, Japanese assistance in
TB control activities in surrounding countries such as China,
South Korea, and the Philippines might contribute to TB con-
trol activities for foreigners in Japan.
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