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Table 1 Total number of tuberculosis beds in USA 1952—-1972'?

Tuberculosis
incidence rate per

Mean hospital
admission days in

Total number of

Year 100,000/ year tuberculosis patients tuberculosis beds C/(AXB)
(A) (B) ©)

1952 55.4 299 93,000 5.6

1962 28.7 200 46,000 8.0

1972 16.1 10,700 7.6
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Table 2 Types of facilities used for the hospitalization of TB
patients in USA 1971-1981%393%

Types of facilities used for the hospitalization of TB patients

Date of survey (number of states) Total
TB hospital only General Hospital only Both

1971/Sep 20 5 23 48

1973/Sep 17 15 14 46

1981/May 0 35 15 50
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Review Article

INTEGRATION OF TUBERCULOSIS CARE INTO GENERAL HOSPITALS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Kunihiko ITO

Abstract [Purpose] In Japan we are now urged to rethink and
reform the present ward-centered institutional system of
clinical service for tuberculosis (TB). To provide useful
information for this rethinking and reform, we performed a
literature review of the process of integrating TB service into
general hospitals in the US.

[Method] Literature review.

[Result] The process of integrating TB service into general
hospitals in USA began around 1970, and continued until
around 1980, when it was almost complete. From the experi-
ence and opinions of the authors reviewed, the following
points were found to be important to successful integra-
tion: establishing an efficient outpatient department, maintain-
ing patients’ adherence to treatment, using a long-term care
facility for TB patients requiring long-term in-hospital care,
planning a program for integration of care fully in advance,
individualizing the program according to the region, adopting
a phased step-by-step program, educating hospital staff and

securing financial support from governments.

[Conclusion] The reform of tuberculosis wards in Japan will
occur at the same time as the reform of the country’s TB control
program, and will provide a good opportunity to improve our
program.

Key words: Tuberculosis ward, General ward, Tuberculosis

bed, Sanatorium, General hospital
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