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Table 1 Comparison of patient characteristics in the two groups

I n=77) II (n=78)
Length of hospitalization in all patients 60.7t13.4 44.4+26.5
Age 74.6+£18.3 75.1%£15.7
Gender (male/female) 51/26 48/30
Cavity formation (+/—) 19/58 16/62
Laterality (bilateral/unilateral) 41/36 43/35
Extent (1/2/3) 17/37/23 17/40/21
Gaffky grade of sputum smear 3.7+3.0 32+2.38
Complication (+/—) 35/42 47/31%*
Mortality 15 19
Smear positive patients 59 60
Length of hospitalization of smear positive patients 72.8£55.2 64.4+46.0

I: before, II: after adoption of the discharge criteria

Extent from Gakkai classification (1: minimal, 2: moderate, 3: extensive)

* p<0.05
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Fig. The changes of hospitalization in our tuberculosis ward

Table 2 Usage of CP in the two groups

I 1I

Number of patients 77 78
Usage of CP 38 (49.4%) 40 (51.3%)

I: before, II: after use of discharge criteria, CP: critical path
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THE CHANGES OF HOSPITALIZATION IN OUR TUBERCULOUS WARD
AFTER NEW DISCHARGE CRITERIA

Fumie MISHIMA, Shuichi YANO, and Kanako KOBAYASHI

Abstract [Purpose] After new criteria for discharge from a
tuberculosis ward were introduced, we studied changes in the
length of hospitalization before and after adoption of these
criteria.

[Methods] We evaluated monthly data on hospitalization
in our tuberculosis ward between April 2003 and September
2008.

[Results] Although the number of complicated patients
increased, hospitalization decreased after the change in dis-
charge criteria.

[Conclusion] After adoption of the new discharge crite-

ria, the length of hospitalization in our tuberculosis ward
decreased.
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