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Table 1 Socio-demographic characteristics of tuberculosis
patients notified from prison facilities (n=158)

n %

Total 58 100
Sex

Male 53 91.4

Female 5 8.6
Age groups

20-29 5 8.6

30-39 8 13.8

40-49 14 24.1

50—-59 11 19.0

60—69 11 19.0

70+ 9 15.5
Country of birth

Japan-born 45 77.6

Foreign-born 6 10.3

Unknown 7 12.1
Homelessness prior to incarceration

Yes 1 1.7

No 15 259

Unknown 42 72.4
Employment prior to incarceration

Employed 10 17.2

Unemployed 13 224

Unknown 35 60.3
Smoking status prior to incarceration

Smoked 11 19.0

Did not smoke 10 17.2

Unknown 37 63.8
Alcohol dependency prior to incarceration

Dependent 5 8.6

Not dependent 13 22.4

Unknown 40 69.0
Substance abuse prior to incarceration

Yes 5 8.6

No 8 13.8

Unknown 45 77.6
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Table 2 Clinical characteristics of tuberculosis patients
notified from prison facilities (n=58)

n %
Total 58 100
Type of TB
Pulmonary 53 91.4
Extrapulmonary 5 8.6
Smear*
Positive 23 43.4
Negative 28 52.8
Unknown 2 3.8
Symptoms*
Respiratory only 11 20.8
Respiratory and others 11 20.8
Others only 3 5.7
No symptoms 25 47.2
Unknown 3 5.7
Drug resistance**
MDR 0 0.0
Non MDR, INH resistance 1 2.4
Non MDR, RFP resistance 0 0.0
Susceptible 34 82.9
Unknown 6 14.6
Co-morbidities
Hepatitis 10 17.2
Hypertension 5 8.6
CKD 4 6.9
DM 3 5.2
Psychiatric disorder 3 52

TB: tuberculosis, MDR: multidrug resistance, INH: isoniazid,
RFP: rifampicin, CKD: chronic kidney disease,

DM: diabetes mellitus

*pulmonary tuberculosis only, n=53,

*# bacteriologically confirmed pulmonary tuberculosis only,
n=41
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Transfer/release during Communication between PHC and prison Treatment outcome last known to Final treatment
treatment facility upon release/transfer the PHC* outcome
Cured (1)
Released (8) PHC notified prior to release (7) Extended treatment (1) Success*(8)
Transferred out (5)
PHC notified on the day of release (1) Lost to follow-up (1)
PHC notified prior to transfer (8) g;):rgflz:re:d(;l)lt o
PHC notified after the patient was released Cured (1)
from the facility (2) Completed (1) Success (19)
Tra.n.sferred to another Completed (4)
facility (22) Extended treatment (1)
No communication (12) Transferred out (5)
Unknown (1)
Died (2) Died (2)
Cured (10)
Remained in the same . Completed (13 Success (25)
facility (26) Not applicable (26) Tran:ferred(out) )
Lost to follow-up (1) Lost to follow-up (1)
Unknown (2) Unknown (2) Unknown (2) Unknown (2)

Fig. Treatment outcome of tuberculosis patients notified from prison facilities (n=258)

*PHC: Public Health Center **Success: includes those whose outcome was recoded as “cured”, “completed treatment”,
and whose reason for terminating treatment was “completed treatment”
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Original Article

PRE- AND POST-RELEASE TREATMENT OUTCOME OF
TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS FROM CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES IN JAPAN

'Lisa KAWATSU, 'Kazuhiro UCHIMURA, and ">Akihiro OHKADO

Abstract [Objective] To investigate the treatment outcome
of tuberculosis (TB) patients in prison, including those who
have been released prior to completing their treatment.

[Methods] We conducted a national survey with all public
health centers, which have one or more correctional facility in
their jurisdiction. They were asked to provide information
regarding TB patients who had been notified from correctional
facility, including treatment outcome. For patients whose
treatment outcome had been recorded as “transferred out” by
public health centers, attempt was made to match them with
data from the Japan Tuberculosis Surveillance.

[Results] Data of 58 patients were analyzed. Of them, 8
had been released while still on TB treatment, 22 were
transferred to another facility, and 26 remained in the same
facility throughout treatment. Treatment completion rate for
three groups were 100%, 86.4% and 96.2%, respectively.

[Conclusions] Treatment outcome, even among those

who had been released prior to completing their treatment
in prisons, was high, indicating a relatively well-functioning
referral between prison institutions and care in the community.

Key words : Tuberculosis, Prisoners, Treatment outcome
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