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EXPANDING THE ROLE OF THE NURSING PROFESSION
IN TUBERCULOSIS MEDICAL SERVICES

Chairpersons: 'Yoko NAGATA and >Teiko KATO

Abstract Implications of changes in the law regarding the
payment system for medical services in 2012 for TB medicine
and care include mandatory hospital DOTS, planning and
implementing adherence support for patients, patient education,
and close cooperation with public-health centers. Nurses are
expected to contribute to early diagnosis of TB and treatment
completion among high-risk populations by coordinating with
the community and relevant organizations. It is also important
to clarify roles and establish a network through which necessary
information and advice may be sought from specialists.
Expanding the role of nursing professions in TB care and
medicine is hoped to improve the level of awareness and
knowledge among persons involved in TB prevention, care,

and medicine.

1. TB control at Hyogo Cancer Center— Collaboration be-
tween CNIC and public-health centers in early detection of
TB and infection control: Fumi WADA (Hyogo Prefecture
Cancer Center)

The level of knowledge regarding TB control among medi-
cal personnel has decreased at our center due to a lack of
experience. By appointing Certified Nurses in Infection Con-
trol (CNICs) as being responsible for infection control, we
managed to establish a TB control manual and a clear system
for reporting. CNICs play a central role in coordinating with
public-health centers to share patient information and discuss

contact investigation.

2. Role of a hospital with TB beds in collaborating with the
public and the relevant organizations: Teiko KATO (Akita
City Hospital)

We conducted a TB education program for the public,
relevant organizations, and prisons to increase awareness and
knowledge on TB and to eliminate the stigma attached to it.
The program covered the general definition of TB, infection
control, risk factors, and DOTS. Participants responded to
questionnaires before and after the program. Before the
program, attitudes towards TB included “TB is a disease of the
past” and “TB is a dreadful disease.” After the program, 95%
responded that they had better knowledge of TB.

3. Collaboration between hospitals and public-health cen-
ters: Hisako HAGIWARA (National Hospital Organization
Chiba-East National Hospital)

At our hospital, we collaborate with the public-health centers

through a DOTS conference, which began two years ago. In
order to support patients after they are discharged, it is
extremely important to assess risk factors for default and to
establish support tailored to individual needs. Sharing infor-
mation and utilization of a common tool for assessment and
evaluation is critical in achieving this goal. It is also impor-
tant to secure a stable living environment for patients so that
they can continue their treatment by utilizing social resources.

4. Cooperation in a region with limited TB hospitals: Toshimi
IIJIMA (Yamanashi Prefecture Kyoto Public-Health Center)
Integration of the TB Prevention Act into the Prevention of
Infectious Diseases and Medical Care for Infectious Patients
Act has greatly affected TB control policy in Yamanashi Pre-
fecture. Evaluation of the situation highlighted several issues,
including differences in assessment methods between hospi-
tals and public-health centers, as well as overlaps in patient
education. In 2010, a workshop was thus conducted with a
hospital, a public-health center, and an infection control
division of the prefectural government to clarify roles and
establish common risk assessment and educational tools.

Special speech. Vision of future tuberculosis care in regions:
Eriko SHIGETO (National Hospital Organization Higashi-
hiroshima Medical Center)

One of the issues in future TB care is the treatment of TB
patients in infection control ward in general hospital, which
will also contributes to prevent hospital-acquired infection of
TB that sometimes occurs before diagnosis. To ensure proper
TB care in these situations, it is required for TB experts to
provide information for general hospitals and health care
workers about tuberculosis. Strong government commitment

is required for restructure of these systems of TB care.

Key words: DOTS conference, Community cooperation, Ac-
tive case-finding, Health education, Knowledge and attitude

'The Research Institute of Tuberculosis, Japan Anti-Tuber-
culosis Association, 2Akita City Hospital

Correspondence to: Yoko Nagata, The Research Institute of
Tuberculosis, Japan Anti-Tuberculosis Association, 3—1-24,
Matsuyama, Kiyose-shi, Tokyo 204—-8533 Japan.

(E-mail: nagata@jata.or.jp)
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