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Current Topics : Medical Images of Pulmonary Mycobacterioses

THE CHEST CT FINDINGS AND PATHOLOGIC FINDINGS
OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

Hideo OGATA

Abstract The past research of the radiologic manifestations
of pulmonary tuberculosis in Japan was based on morpholog-
ical pathology of the untreated patient autopsy. I would like to
show the chest CT scan of tuberculosis diseases with caseous
granuloma at its exudative reaction, proliferative reaction,
productive reaction, cirrhotic reaction until self cure. This
progress reflects the normal cell mediated immunological
responses. Also I would like to show the cavitation of gran-
uloma, which results from liquefaction of caseous materials
during the course and results in the formation of the source of
infection. And finally I would like to show the morphological
differences of acinous lesion, acino-nodular lesion and
caseous lobular pneumonia. These differences reflect the
amount of bacilli disseminated in the peripheral parts under
the lobules. In this study, I do not show old age cases and HIV

positive cases, who do not form typical granuloma due to the
decreased cell mediated immnunity and whose X ray findings
are atypical.

Key words : Pulmonary tuberculosis, Caseous granuloma,
Morphological pathology, Radiological manifestation, Chest
CT scan
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