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The 84th Annual Meeting Educational Lecture

MEDICAL ECONOMICS IN TUBERCULOSIS MANAGEMENT:
WHAT WILL COME NEXT TO TB WARD?

Hideki YOTSUMOTO

Abstract Current unprofitability of medical services in
tuberculosis (TB) ward in Japan has been induced by low
medical fee and long-term hospital stays, aggravated by un-
occupied beds due to the decrease in the number of patients.
For the solution of this issue, the increase of medical fee,
shortening of the length of hospital stay and drastic reduction
of oversupplied beds are essential. An increment of medical
fee by the change in the system would be appreciated, but even
under the current system, the balance between revenue and
expenditure could be obtained by reducing the length of
hospital stay toward 4 weeks, and the elimination of deficit in
TB ward could be accomplished by these efforts; shortening
of length of hospital stay and reduction of TB beds. Although
the latter might result in the difficulty of sustaining TB wards,
these patients could be treated in the infectious disease ward.

The integration of TB Control Law to Infectious Disease
Control Law suggests that TB is not a special disease in Japan.
If a true “short course therapy” era would be realized by novel
anti-tuberculosis drugs, a dramatic change in TB management

would occur in the near future.

Key words : Management of tuberculosis, Medical economics,
TB ward, Medical expenses, Infectious Diseases Control Law
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