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Fig. 1 The chest X-P just before the completion of
chemotherapy.

Fig.2 The chest X-P 6 months after the completion
of chemotherapy when the patient had hemoptysis. The
conventional tomography clearly showed cavitary change
of the pre-existed nodule in right upper lobe. Sputum
examinations revealed multiple smear positive results.
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Fig.3 The chest X-P about 4 months after the episode
of hemoptysis. Marked improvement was noted.
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A Case of Pseudo-Recurrence/ K. Ito
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—-4 Case Report;

PSEUDO-RECURRENCE OF LUNG TUBERCULOSIS
BASED ON THE DETECTION OF SMEAR AFB POSITIVE SPUTUM
DUE TO EXCRETION OF NECROTIC MATERIAL

Kunihiko ITO

Abstract A 21-year-old man was admitted to our hospital
for cough and hemoptysis. The patient showed smear positive
pan-sensitive lung tuberculosis, and completed standard
course of chemotherapy successfully. Six months after the
completion of chemotherapy he had hemoptysis again. The
chest radiograph showed that pre-existing tuberculoma-like
shadow in the right upper lobe was changed to a cavity.
Although sputum smear examinations revealed positive results
several times, sputum culture was always negative. This clini-
cal exacerbation was thought to be “pseudo-recurrence” due to
excretion of necrotic material from the pre-existed abscess
nodule. His disease improved without any anti-tuberculosis
chemotherapy. Diagnosis of lung tuberculosis recurrence

should be made on sputum culture positive results.
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