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A CULTURAL HISTORY OF TUBERCULOSIS

Mahito FUKUDA

Abstract Tuberculosis (TB) has a long history. Regarding
terminology, TB has, roughly speaking, three stages. These
are, PHTHISIS, CONSUMPTION and TUBERCULOSIS.
Each stage has its own meanings and characteristics. In the
second stage consumption, TB was thought to be responsible
for the patients’ beauty and creativity. This kind of romanti-
cization can be seen both in the West and East, not only in
literature but also in paintings.

Key words: Tuberculosis, History, Romanticization of dis-
eases, Early death, Beauty, Genius

Graduate School of Languages & Cultures, Nagoya University

Correspondence to: Mahito Fukuda, Graduate School of Lan-
guages & Cultures, Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chigusa-ku,
Nagoya-shi, Aichi 464—-8601 Japan.

(E-mail : mfukuda@lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp)



