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Table 1 Distribution of gender and age of
registered pulmonary tuberculosis patients to
Kesennuma Health Center during 2000 to 2002

. . - Age Male Female Total
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Table 2 Characteristics of Cases

. . Chest Sputum Co-workers
Patient No.  Age (Yr)  Date registered radiography  Gaffky (smear) pCulture and/or PCR Japanese  Indonesian
1 51 2000.5.10 b1I3 M. tuberculosis (MDR¥*) 7 17
2 53 2001.11.13 ril1 N.D.** unknown unknown
3 46 2002.4.16 b2, Pl M. tuberculosis 7 15
4 56 2002.8.11 ril1 M. tuberculosis 13 5
*MDR : Multidrug-resistant **N.D.: not detected
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Case Report

FOUR CASES OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
AMONG DEEP-SEA FISHERMEN

Hidemaro ONO, Reiko MURAKAMI, Mia TSURUWAKA, and Yoshihiko SUZUKI

Abstract Pulmonary tuberculosis among deep-sea fishermen
was reported. Four pulmonary tuberculosis cases among
fishing boat members engaged in deep-sea fishing were
registered at the Kesennuma Health Center during three
years period from 2000 to 2002. Crew engaging in deep-sea
fishing live together in a narrow cabin with inadequate air-
conditioning for a long period of time, about 1 year. It is
difficult to consult with a medical institution in an open sea.
If a tuberculosis patient breaks out in a boat, the risk of
transmission of tuberculosis to other members is high. In
boats of all four cases in this report, about 30 to 70 percent of
crew were Indonesian. Indonesia is one of the high burden

countries of tuberculosis in the world. The Japanese fishing

boat members have received the medical checkup every year.
Indonesians have also received the pre-employment medical
checkup, however, the improvement in the quality of this
medical checkup is required.
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