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Table 1 Characteristics of job type

Job type Number of staff Mean age Working floor Infection rate(%)
Sales 10 333 2 or outside 40
Accounting 3 46 2 100
Shipment 11 32.4 2,7 54.5
Repairment 15 36.5 7 20
Total 39 352 43.6

Table 2 Age destination and infection rate
Infection 20s 30s 40s 50s Total
Negative 10 9 0 3 22
*Positive 4 7 3 3 17
Infection rate (%) 28.6 43.8 100 50 43.6

*Definition of “positive” means patients whose diameter of erythema are 30 mm =
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Report and Information

A SUSPECTED CASE OF MASS OUTBREAK OF TUBERCULOSIS INFECTION
IN A SMALL COMPANY SEPARATED INTO TWO FLOORS

"2Naomi SEKI

Abstract  The number of tuberculosis outbreak among adult
groups has increased. In some of them, it is difficult to
identify the route of infection and sometimes many people are
involved in the outbreak. We experienced a suspected case of
mass outbreak in a small company separated into 2 floors.

The first patient, who lived in another city, was diagnosed
as pulmonary tuberculosis in April with bilateral extensive
cavitary lesions complicated with pleurisy on chest X-ray, and
his sputum smear was Gaffky No. 8 and culture (+) (resistant
to isoniazid).

We conducted tuberculin skin test (TST) for those under-30
year-old. In TST, 4 persons showed strong positive reaction.
After consulting with tuberculosis specialists, three were
diagnosed as newly infected with tuberculosis and one as hilar
lymph node tuberculosis. So we added 25 staffs under 60s for
TST and found that another 13 people were suspected to be
infected with tuberculosis.

From the initial information, the index cast was said to
work only in the 2nd floor, so the staffs in 7th floor were

excluded from the survey. Through the interview with staffs
by a public health nurse and an inspection of the work place
with sanitary inspectors, it was concluded to expand the
survey to the staffs working in the 7th floor, and another
newly infected persons were found. Staffs in a small company
do not belong to "danger group”, but the importance of
investigations by public health officials was suggested in the
case of suspected outbreak.

Key words: Outbreak, Air born disease, Small company
staff, Tuberculin skin test
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