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Fig.1 Proportion of very poor persons among newly notified
TB patients in big cities in 1999 (Male patients aged 30-59
years, jobless and under welfare support)
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Fig.2 Proportion of small businesses offering periodic MMR
to employees (Tokyo. Questionnaire survey)
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Fig.3 TB case rates by SES indicator, 1987-1993. Rates are
age-adjusted to 1990 total U.S. population (Cantwell MF et al.,
1997)
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Fig.4 Stress and TB Development
Stress Score: Total score of Life-events experienced during preceding one
year by a case/control. Each of 54 predefined life-events are rated for extent of

stressfulness by a panel. (Shimao et al., 1984)
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Fig.5 Tuberculosis dynamics with poverty-related factors
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The 77th Annual Meeting President Lecture

TUBERCULOSIS AND SOCIETY

Toru MORI

Abstract Brief review is made of the interconnections
between tuberculosis and poverty and other social factors,
with special emphasis on the current Japan's tuberculosis
situation. In pre-war Japan, the tubeculosis had apparently
an aspect of a socioecomic problem which led to lively
discussions. With the progress in medical technology and
control measures after the war, such aspect of the disease
has become more masked and difficult to see. Often, it is
viewed merely-as a problem of a small and special fragment
of the population such as homelesses, and its wide and
diffuse connections with the society and economy are likely
to be overlooked. Studies in tuberculosis, both basic and
epidemiological, as well as multidisciplinary, should be

further encouraged from such a point of view, in order to lay

such interconnections bare, on which the new control strategy
should be based.

Key words: Tuberculosis control, Society, Poverty, DOTS,
Epidemiology
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