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Fig. 1 Global population is rising
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Fig.2 The world’s population is ageing. Proportion of the population aged 60 and over,
by country category, 1950-2050
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Fig.3 People on the move
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Fig. 4 Increasing urbanisation. More of the world population lives in cities.

Table Still major health disparities

Infant Mortality Rate ~ Maternal Mortality Ratio Life Expectancy
(per 1000 live births) (per 100,000 live births) (years)
Japan 34 5.9 81
New Zealand 7 5.2 76.9
Papua New Guinea 77 370 54
Lao PDR 101 650 53
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Fig. 5 Millions of people are still undernourished
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Fig. 9 Cost-effectiveness of tuberculosis control
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The 77th Annual Meeting Invited Lecture

TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL STRATEGY IN ASIA FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
— Tuberculosis Control in the Western Pacific Region of World Health Organization—

Shigeru OMI

Abstract The unprecedented and rapid changes at the global
level posed a big challenge to public health. The tuberculosis
disease as one of major health problems today should be
viewed from this context. These global challenges include 1)
population issue particularly on growth and ageing; 2) epide-
miological issue such as health transition; and, 3) social and
environmental issues such as rapid urbanization and global
warming. Furthermore, we should also take into account other
changes such as the role of the government in the health ser-
vice delivery, clinical or cure-oriented approach to prevention,
increasing consumer demand and health financing.

The burden of tuberculosis is devastating. Everyday in the
Western Pacific Region (WPR), about 1000 people lose their
life due to tuberculosis. Most of them are between the ages
14-54, which are the so-called economically productive age
group. The economic impact, therefore, is significant. In ad-
dition TB is a disease of poverty of which the risk of getting
TB is higer in poor who have less access to TB services due to

financial barrier and lack of knowledge. Despite this devastat-
ing situation, TB has a significant and cost effective tool
called DOTS. WPRO put highest priority in TB control pro-
gramme not only because of the facts mentioned above but I
also consider TB as an agenda carried over from the last cen-
tury. I would like, then, to commit myself to this cause for the
betterment of the future of the next generation.

Key words: Tuberculosis Control, Western Pacific Region,
DOTS strategy

Regional Office for the Western Pacific Region, World Health
Organization

Correspondence to: Shigeru Omi, Regional Office for the
Western Pacific Region, World Health Organization, United
Nations Avenue, P.O. Box 2932, 1000 Manila, Philippines.



