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Table 1 The method of tuberculin skin test at
employment

Method of tuberculin skin test Number of facilities

Single test 26 (4.4%)
Method of two-step test 11 a9 )
Unknown 3 0.5 )
Total 40/593 (6.7 )

Table 2 The method of tuberculin skin test to
employee

Method of tuberculin skin test Number of facilities

Single test 56 9.4% )
Method of two-step test 20 B4 )
Unknown 2 03 )
Total 78/593 (13.2 )
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Table 3 The number of employee ac-
cording to their age and job categories

Age group Group A Group B Total

-19 117 30 147
2029 6,958 951 7,909
30-39 4,013 1,039 5,052
40-49 5,279 1,924 7,203
50-59 4,038 1,901 5,939
60—69 562 958 1,520
70— 52 218 270
Total 21,019 7,021 28,040

Group A: Public health nurse, nurse, dormitory matron,
assistant nurse, nurse welfare worker, etc.

Group B: Clerical workers, kitchen workers and others
who do not have direct contact with residents

Table 4 Tuberculosis incidence among employees
between 1996 and 1998

Job categories of tuberculosis incidence

A, Total
ge group Group A Group B o
20— 1 1
30— 1 1
40— 1 1
50— 1 1 2
Total 4 1 5

Group A: Public health nurse, nurse, dormitory matron, as-
sistant nurse, nurse welfare worker, etc.

Group B: Clerical workers, kitchen workers and others who
do not have direct contact with residents

Table 5 Tuberculosis incidence among resi-
dents between 1996 and 1998

Number of  Annual incidence rate

ABC BIOUP 1 owy cases per 100,000 population
65-69 4 54.9
70— 76 61.9
Total 80
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Original Article

INVESTIGATION ON PREVENTIVE MEASURES OF TUBERCULOSIS INFECTION AND
ONSET OF TUBERCULOSIS IN NURSING HOMES FOR THE AGED

Shinji SHISHIDO and Toru MORI

Abstract The need to strength on preventive measures of tu-
berculosis infection in Japanese medical institutions (include
nursing homes) has been discussed in recent several years.
The actual performance of measures to prevent the spread of
tuberculosis infection among employees in hospitals has
gradually become clearer, and various trials to improve the
performance have simultaneously been made. However, ac-
tual performance of these preventive measures has not yet be-
come clear in nursing homes for the aged. Therefore, we
assessed actual status of preventive measures of infection and
the incidence of tuberculosis among employees and residents
in nursing homes for the aged where there are many elderly
persons who are almost bed ridden, and we intended to solve
problems in preventive measures for tuberculosis in welfare
facilities for the aged.

Measures to prevent infection were well considered in a
few facilities, but these measures were in general not

sufficient. The incidence of tuberculosis among employees
and residents were lower compared with these in the age-
matched general population, however, it could be possible
that there was no responses from the welfare facilities where
outbreak of tuberculosis was present. We outlined the essen-
tial points for concrete measures to prevent tuberculosis infec-
tion in nursing homes for the aged.

Key words : Nursing home, Tuberculosis, Nosocomial infec-
tion, Prevention of tuberculosis infection
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