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NEW GUIDELINES FOR MYCOBACTERIUM TUBERCULOSIS EXPERIMENTAL METHODS
AND OPPOSITION OF GENERAL HOSPITAL CLINICAL LABORATORY

Chairpersons: 'Kiyoharu YAMANAKA and *Katsuko OKUZUMI

Topics of symposium and Presenters:

1. Present status of acid-fast bacteria test and its prob-
lems from views of laboratory technicians: Mitsuaki NAGA-
SAWA (Department of Clinical Laboratory, National Defense
of Medical College)

2. A new guideline for tubercle bacillus (T.B.) test:
Toyoko OGURI (Juntendo University Hospital)

3. Laboratory manager’s views for acid-fast bacteria test:
Kiyoharu YAMANAKA (Otemae Hospital)

4. Quality control of outside examination: Toshio
TAKAHASHI (Shinko Hospital)

Abstract In ordinary general hospitals lacking a ward to use
exclusively for T.B., technicians in charge of acid-fast bacte-
ria test are working without the aid of special doctors for T.B.
However, the technicians often discover a patient positive for
smear test for the first, because such patient is apt to visit hos-
pital with suspect of some disease other than T.B. Therefore,
they are required to quickly produce reliable and accurate re-
sults of the smears test for acid-fast bacteria from a doctor in
charge. Recently, the test procedures for acid-fast bacteria
have been markedly progressed as seen in gene analysis, use
of liquid culture medium and automatic culture system and
knowledge necessary to perform the test are much increased.
In facilities lacking a special and/or leader doctor for T.B.,
laboratory technicians are racking to prepare a routine manual
for the test suitable for each facility. In last year, a new guide-
line for T.B. test has been introduced under such circumfer-

ences after 20 years from the last revision. Here, we described
the present status and problems in acid-fast bacteria test in
general hospitals lacking T.B. ward for exclusive use, aiming
to inform the specialists in the academic field of T.B. and
make clear what laboratory technicians should do. It seems
necessary to clarify the practical procedures and range of our
works according to the procedures defined by the guideline.
Thus, it would be easy to realize the purpose of guideline in
the routine test of our general hospitals. Furthermore, we pro-
posed some problems to put it in practice as daily procedures,
especially in hospital with no special ward for T.B. We hope
that the opinions of laboratory technicians in charge of the test
are reflected to the revision of guideline in future.

We thanks to, Drs. T. Abe and H. Saito for their valuable
advice to hold this symposium.
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