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The 77 th Annual Meeting Symposium

NEW DIAGNOSTIC METHODS FOR TUBERCULOSIS AND THEIR CLINICAL UTILITIES

Chairpersons : 'Chiyoji ABE and *Tetsuya TAKASHIMA

Topics of symposium and Presenters :

1. Result of questionnaire survey on the laboratory diag-
nostic methods for tuberculosis: Atsuyuki KURASHIMA
(National Tokyo Hospital)

2. Key point of quality control of the diagnostic methods
for tuberculosis: Takeshi HIGUCHI (Osaka Hospital, Japan
Anti-Tuberculosis Association)

3. Usefulness and problems of liquid medium and solid
medium in mycobacterium culture: Yoshiko KAWABE
(National Tokyo Hospital)

4. Usefulness and problems of Mycobacteria identification
kit using anti-MPB 64 monoclonal antibodies, “Capilia TB”:
Naoki HASEGAWA (Keio University School of Medicine)

5. Rapid drug susceptibility testing using BCTEC MGIT
960: Akio AONO (Fukujuji Hospital, Japan Anti-Tubercu-
losis Association)

6. Clinical utility of nucleic acid amplification assay:
Tetsuya TAKASHIMA (Osaka Prefectural Habikino Hospi-
tal)

Abstract The clinical utilities of new diagnostic methods
for Mycobacterium tuberculosis, such as primary isolation
and drug susceptibility testing using MGIT, identification
using anti-MPB 64 monoclonal antibodies and nucleic acid
amplification assay, were studied. It was shown that these

new diagnostic methods were more rapid and more accurate
than currently available approaches and useful for the early
and aggressive case findings. Questionnaire survey indicated
that most of the laboratories had been ready to introduce these
new diagnostic methods. Thus, the diagnosis for active tuber-
culosis along the “CDC recommendation in 1993” has
become realizable in Japan.

Now, Japanese TB control program is under revision due to
the current stagnation of the decline in notification rates. The
importance of rapid and accurate diagnosis of active tubercu-
losis should be declared in the new Japanese TB control pro-
gram by indicating the guideline of rapid diagnostic methods
for Mycobacterium tuberculosis.

Key words: New diagnostic methods, Questionnaire survey,
Quality control, MGIT, Capilia TB, Nucleic acid amplifica-
tion assay
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