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Table 1 Background

No. %

Total 32 —
Year 1999 16 -
2000 9 -

2001 7 -

Sex Male 23 72
Female 9 28

Age group 2024 2 6
(Years) 25-29 6 19
30-34 6 19

35-39 5 16

4044 2 6

45-49 7 22

50= 4 13

Nationality Koreans 10 31
Filipinos 8 25

Thais 4 13

Malaysians 2 6

Chinese 2 6

Taiwanese 1 3

Burmese 1 3

Indians 1 3

Nepalese 1 3

Bolivians 1 3

Guineans 1 3

Residential Kanagawa 17 53
area Tokyo 11 34
Saitama 2 6

Chiba 1 3

Tochigi 1 3

Time in 0-3 2 10
Japan 4-6 1 5
(Months) 7-12 0 0
1324 2 10

25-36 6 28

37-48 2 10

49-60 1 5

61= 7 33

Unknown 11 —

Detection Symptoms 25 78
Tuberculosis 7 22

screening
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Table 2 Patient’s delay and classification by organ
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Month:
onths Total %
Organ <1/4 <12 <1 <2 3 8 9
Pulmonary 3 1 3 2 3 1 0 13* 52
Pulmonary & Extrapulmonary 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 3 12
Cervical lymph node 0 0 3 1 0 0 1 5 20
Pleura 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 4
Hilar/Mediastinal lymph node & Meningina 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 4
Miliary 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 4
Colon 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 4
Total 4 2 9 4 4 1 1 25
% 16 8 36 16 16 4 4 100
*Excluding seven cases to be detected by tuberculosis screening
Table3 Doctor’s delay and classification by organ
Months
Total %
Organ <14 <12 <1 <2 17 o ’
Pulmonary 11 5 3 1 0 20 63
Pulmonary & Extrapulmonary 2 0 1 0 0 3 9
Cervical lymph node 2 1 1 1 0 5 16
Pleura 1 0 0 0 0 1 3
Hilar/Mediastinal lymph node & Meningina 0 1 0 0 0 1 3
Miliary 1 0 0 0 0 1 3
Colon 0 0 0 0 1 1 3
Total 17 7 5 2 1 32
% 53 22 16 6 3 100
Table 4 Bacteriological confirmation
Smear positive Smear negative Smear negative
Culture positive Culture positive Culture negative Unknown .
Pulmonary 10 2 9 2 23
Extrapulmonary 4 1 3 1 9
Total 14 3 12 3 32
% 44 9 38 9 100
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[] Completion
No treatment

Year

Default of inpatient
B Repatriation

R 774 55108 20024E 10 A

B Default of outpatient
I Decath

1999-2001 (n=32)

1995-1998 (n=44) 68

1990-1994 (n=40) 48

12 20 8 12

0%

100%

Fig.1 Outcome of treatment

Table 6 Reason of default and loss to follow-up after repatriation

Sex Nationality Reason
Default Female Thai Due to debt and economic problem
Female Filipino Due to domestic and economic problem
Loss to follow-up Male Filipino Strong wish to be treated in home country
after repatriation despite treatment for five months
Inadequate cooperation with medical facilities
Female Taiwanese Strong wish to be treated in home country

after sign of side effect of medicine
Inadequate cooperation with medical facilities
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foreign countries
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Field Activities

A STUDY ON PATIENTS WITH TUBERCULOSIS AMONG FOREIGNERS
OVERSTAYED IN JAPAN AFTER EXPIRATION OF VISA

—Activities over Three Years—

Jumpei YAMAMURA and Takashi SAWADA

Abstract An analysis of thirty-two cases of foreign patients
with tuberculosis (TB) who had overstayed their residence
permits was done at Minatomachi Medical Center over the
past three years. The ratio of male to female patients was 2.5
to 1; the age of the subjects was evenly distributed. By coun-
try of origin, 87 % of the cases were from Southeast Asia and
East Asia. As none of the patients belonged to health insur-
ance schemes because of their illegal status, their access to
medical care was restricted, and the delay in visiting clinics
was notable. As 22 % of the cases were diagnosed as a result
of programs to provide free TB screening for foreigners, it is
important to ensure easy access to TB screening and medical
facilities for early detection of TB. Amongst the cases, the
proportion of cases of extrapulmonary tuberculosis occupied
28%, which is higher than that of Japanese. Although the
defaulting rate among patients during the nine years period
from 1990 to 1998 was high (41 %), it decreased to 12 % dur-
ing the past three years of this study. The following active
measure was vital for preventing defaulting from treatment
and ensuring clinical cure:

1. Utilization of the Tuberculosis Prevention Law to reduce
the economic burden of the patients.

2. Interpreters available in various native languages.

3. Provision of adequate information of TB before starting
treatment.

4. Strict follow-up of patients to ensure coherence to treat-
ment.

5. Establishment of an international network of governmental
organizations, NGOs, and medical facilities to exchange
informations on preventive and curative cares in the home
and host countries.

Key words : Tuberculosis, Foreigners without their residence
permits, Default, Repatriation, International network

Internal Medicine, Minatomachi Medical Center
Correspondence to : Jumpei Yamamura, Internal Medicine,

Minatomachi Medical Center, 7-6, Kinko-cho, Kanagawa-ku,
Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa 221—0056 Japan.



