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Epidemiological trend of tuberculosis in Japan has reversed recently. The incidence of
pulmonary tuberculosis (PTB) patients has increased again in Japan, and many outbreaks
of PTB including nosocomial outbreaks in health-—care facilities have been reported.

The purpose of this study is to investigate patient’s delay (interval between onset of
the disease and first visit to a doctor) and doctor’s delay (interval between first visit to
a doctor and diagnosis as TB) in patients with PTB discovered by visiting doctors with
symptoms, and especially, to investigate causes of doctor’s delay in details.

Of 236 PTB patients who were admitted to our hospital for treatment in 1997, 118
patients (85 males, 33 females) who were detected by their symptomatic visits were en-
rolled in to this study. 97 were initial treatment cases and the others were re-treatment
cases. Among 34 initial treatment cases who were first seen at a general hospital and
diagnosed as PTB by a close medical checkup after admission to our hospital, the 50
percentile of patient’s delay was 17.0 days, and the 80 percentile was 36.4 days. The
50 percentile doctor’s delay was 19.6 days, and the 80 percentile was 64.2 days. The aver-
age hospital stay was 16.2 days, the 50 percentile hospital stay was 7.8 days, and 80
percentile hospital stay was 23.5 days. On the sputum test for acid fast basilli (AFB)
performed on admission to our hospital, 26 (76%) out of 34 cases were positive for
tubercle bacilli, with 18 cases were positive for smear and 8 cases positive for culture.
Therefore, risk of nosocomial infection was suspected.

Doctor’s delay had been attributed mainly to insufficient medical checkup. Among 25
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initial treatment cases in whom doctor’s delay as more than 4 weeks, 11 cases (44%)
showed delay in chest X-ray examination and 8 cases (32%) ordered no sputum exami-
nation in spite of recognition of abnormal shadows on chest X-ray. On the sputum

test for AFB on admission to our hospital, 22 (88%) out of 25 cases were positive for
tubercle bacilli. Therefore, it is assumed that the delay in the adequate medical checkup

was accountable for the doctor’s delay.

Shortening of the doctor’s delay could be possible if hospitals perform the sputum
examination for AFB and chest X-ray examinations properly for patients with respi-

ratory symptoms.
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