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A CLINICAL STUDY ON PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
IN YOUNGER AGE GROUPS
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KOBAYASHI, *Hiroshi KAWADA, and *Kouichirou KUDOH
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In 1997, the number of newly registered patients with pulmonary tuberculosis increased,
compared with that in 1996, in Japan. The majority of the increase were occupied by
elder patients 70 years of age or higher. But in younger group less than 30 years old, a
reduction in the incidence of tuberculosis had been slowed down, until 1996. The purpose
of this report is to elucidate the characteristics of these younger patients. 139 cases
younger than 30 years of age, who were hospitalized in the tuberculous ward of IMCJ
from April 1995 to March 1998, were investigated, and were compared with the control
group (557 cases), 30—T79 years old who were hospitalized during the same period. In the
younger group, the proportion of women cases, discovered by health examination, for-
eigners, and contact with TB patients in the past was significantly higher than in the
control group. But there were no difference between the both groups, concerning the pro-
portion of those spending irregular life or living alone. The proportion of sputa smear
negative cases was significantly higher in the younger group than in the control. For
early diagnosis of TB among younger group, the application of bronchofiberscopy and
nucleic acid diagnostic method, are encouraged.
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