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A PREVENTABLE CASE WHO DIED OF MILIARY TUBERCULOSIS AFTER
RECEIVING CONTACT EXAMINATION

Yuka SASAKI*, Fumio YAMAGISHI, Fumio MIZUTANI,
Takenori YAGI, Yuji TADA and Seiichirou SAKAO

A 30-year-old man was admitted to our hospital because of headache and fever. His
consciousness on admission was clouding. Sputum examination was positive for acid fast
bacilli which later identified as Mycobacterium tuberculosis. Chest X-ray and computed
tomogram on admission showed multiple cavitary lesions on bilateral upper lung fields
and bilateral diffuse nodular shadow. He was diagnosed as miliary tuberculosis with
tuberculous meningitis. His mother admitted because of pulmonary tuberculosis four
months ago, and her sputum examination was smear positive for acid fast bacilli,
Gaffky 4, and she complained of cough for 6 months before admission. Because of this
situation, he rapidly underwent the contact examination with chest X-ray, but not exam-
ined by tuberculin skin test because he was 30-year-old. As then chest X-ray was normal,
he was not indicated of chemoprophylaxis, and he died of miliary tuberculosis and
tuberculous meningitis 4 months after the contact examination.
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WBC 8500 /1l TE 5.9 g/dl acid fast bacilli
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Hb 12.0 g/dl GOT 178 1U/I culture (+)
HCT 36.4 % GPT 28 [IU/!I PCR M.tuberculosis
PLT 37.9%X10%/ul LDH 391 1U/! Tuberculin reaction
ALP 173 IU/I 0X0
ESR 50 mm/hr UA 1.6 mg/dl 3% 3 (mm)
Serology BUN 7.0 mg/d!
CRP 0.87 mg/dl Gr 0.5 mg/dl
HBsAg (—) Na 12TmEq/1
HC Ab (—) K 3.9mEq/!
HIVAb (=) Cl 92 mEq/!
TPHA (=)
RPR (=)
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