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THE DIAGNOSTIC VALUE OF THORACOSCOPIC EXAMINATIONS
IN TUBERCULOUS PLEURISY

Shuichi YANO®, Shinji SHISHIDO,
Takeaki TORITANI, Katsuhiko YOSHIDA,
Hiroko NAKANO and Tekeshi TOKUSHIMA

We evaluated the diagnostic value of thoracoscopic examinations in eleven patients who
had pleural effusion and were diagnosed as tuberculous pleurisy. The characteristic white
or yellowish-white micronodules were observed by thoracoscopy in eight patients and all
their biopsied tissue were compatible with tuberculosis. We had some cases which were
not determined as tuberculous pleurisy from bacteriological examinations and were deter-
mined only from the thoracoscopic findings.
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