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A CASE OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS COMPLICATED
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A case of secondary gingival tuberculosis is presented. The case is 51 year—old male
who had been suffering from undetected pulmonary tuberculosis visited a dentist because
of chronic periodontal inflammation around the gingiva of the right upper and left lower
molar teeth lasting for one year. The lesions remained unchanged and painful
granulomatous swelling sustained in spite of the conservative treatment. The case was
treated with the extraction of six teeth due to continued toothache. By pathohistological
examination of gingiva and chest X-ray examination, the case was diagnosed as tubercu-
losis. Chest roentgenogram showed active pulmonary tuberculosis, and bacteriological ex-
amination of sputum showed tubercle bacilli.

The administration of INH, RFP and EB was started, and the response to the treat-
ment was good and the pain in the gingiva disappeared within three weeks.

Secondary gingival tuberculosis is manifested as local granulomatous lesions with se-
vere pain.

The incidence of gingival tuberculosis is very rare, but we have to keep in mind that
the oral tuberculosis secondary to pulmonary tuberculosis could occur.

* From the Division of Internal Medicine, Osaka Hospital, Osaka branch, Japan Anti-
tuberculosis Asociation, 2276-1, Neya, Neyagawa, Osaka 572 Japan.
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