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We retrospectively evaluated clinical findings and the actual status of management of
69 tuberculosis patients admitted to the Fujita Health University Hospital, a hospital
without isolation wards for infectious diseases, between 1991 and 1994. The largest age
group was 60s (27.5%) followed by 70s (24.6%), 80s (15.9%) and 50s (13.0% ). Eight pa-
tients (11.6%) were in the 20s. Forty-nine patients were smear-positive and 22 patients
were smear-negative and culture-positive. Fourteen patients (20.3%) had a past history
of pulmonary tuberculosis. Twelve patients (17.4%) also had diabetes mellitus, ten pa-
tients (14.5%) had cancer, ten patients (14.5%) gastric ulcer and five patients (7.2%)
renal failure. Positive skin reaction to PPD was not found in eleven patients (15.9%) and
seven of these patients were quite elderly (over 70 years old). Twenty-five cases (36.2%)
were classified as type I (cavitary) and 29 cases (42.0%) as type II (non-cavitary) ac-
cording to the GAKKALI classification of findings on chest X-ray films for pulmonary tu-
berculosis. Twenty-four patients (34.8%) were not diagnosed as tuberculosis on admission
by physicians in charge. Physicians in charge tended not to suspect smear-negative pa-
tients of tuberculosis. Most of the patients with cavities on their chest X-ray films were
strongly suspected of tuberculosis on admission, but in some of them, tuberculosis was
not considered at all. Smear-positive patients with strongly suspected tuberculosis were
diagnosed with the disease within three hospital days, while it took about three weeks in
patients who were not considered as tuberculosis on admission to be diagnosed as tuber-
culosis. In the case of smear-negative patients, it took about one month and two months
respectively to diagnose the case as tuberculosis. About half (51.1%) of the smear-
positive patients were admitted and treated in single-bed rooms while 44.7% were

* From the Department of Pulmonology and Allergology, Fujita Health University School
of Medicine, 1-98 Dengakugakubo, Kutsukake-cho, Toyoake City, Aichi 470-11 Japan.
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attended in multiple-bed rooms for 11 days before they were transfered to single-bed
rooms. When acid-fast bacilli were detected, 57.4% of the smear-positive patients were
transfered to hospitals with isolation wards for infectious diseases, while the remaining
smear-positive patients were treated in single-bed rooms at the university hospital. About
one-third (31.7%) of the smear-negative patients had already left the hospital when
specimens were found to be culture positive for tubercle bacilli. In conclusion, it is ut-
most important for physicians to suspect tuberculosis for the early diagnosis of the dis-

ease.
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