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THE COMBINATION OF AMOXICILLIN —CLAVULANIC ACID AND OFLOXACIN
IN THE TREATMENT OF MULTIDRUG—RESISTANT MYCOBACTERIUM TUBERCULOSIS
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A 53-year-old man with multidrug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) had been persis-
tently positive for acid—fast bacilli (AFB) both on sputum smear and also on culture
with the Ogawa egg medium for 30 years since 1951. The case had been treated previously
with  isoniazid, rifampin, streptomycin, ethambutol, kanamycin, ethionamide,
paraaminosalicylate and cycloserine; however, M. tuberculosis strains isolated from this
patient acquired a high resistance to all of these agents. Then, a new regimen of chemo-
therapy, INH combined with ofloxacin (OFLX) and amoxicillin-clavulanic acid (AMPC/
CVA), was applied to the case. He was successfully treated with this regimen, and a
marked decrease in the amount of AFB on smear as well as on culture was observed dur-
ing the course of chemotherapy. No adverse effects were seen meanwhile. These data sug-
gest that it is worth while to try a regimen containing AMPC/CVA and OFLX in the
treatment of MDR-TB.
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Gaffky No. (smear) and Bacterial Recovery (Culture)

Detection
Year by Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
1990 Smear 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0
Culture 2 10 5 10 5 10 + + 3 8 +
1991 Smear 1 1 0 1 2 1 1 2 1 0 1 0
Culture 3 1 10 + 2+ 5 + + 5 - 1 1
1992 Smear 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Culture - - 10 - - 1 10 - 6 - - -
1993 Smear 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Culture - - - - - - 1 - - 5 — -
1994 Smear 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Culture - - 1 - - 1 - 1T - - - =
1995 Smear 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

Culture 0 5
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