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A CASE OF POSTERIOR TUBERCULOUS SPONDYLITIS OF THE
LUMBAR VERTEBRA WITH THE SKULL INOCULATED
BY ACUPUNCTURE
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A Tl-year—old male consulted an orthopedist with complaints of lumbago and a
lumbar swelling, and was treated with acupancture. As the symptoms deteriorated, and
smear of a specimen aspirated from the lumbar swelling was positive for acid fast bacilli
which were later identified as Mycobacterium tuberculosis, he was hospitalized in the
National Chiba Higashi Hospital. On admission to our hospital, CT—scan of lumbar
vertebrae showed the destructive change of spinous process of the third lumbar vertebra
accompanied by the abscess formation, and an occipital swelling with the destructive
change of skull was also detected. Whole body examinations with CT—scan and broncho-
scopy did not reveal any other abnormal findings suspective of tuberculous lesions. The
above lesions were both gradually improved by antituberculous chemotherapy with INH,
RFP, and EB.

He was finally diagnosed as posterior tuberculous spondylitis of the lumbar vertebra
with cold abscess, and also clinically diagnosed as skull tuberculosis caused presumably by
the inoculation of tubercle bacilli from the lumbar lesion by acupuncture.

Key word : Posterior tuberculous spondylitis F—0—X: [EHERIRH ) = 2, SHEBEY, #E,
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CBC Blood biochemistry
RBC  380x10' /mm® TP 7.1 g/dl
Hb 12.5 g/dl Alb 2.8 g/dl
Het 39.1 % ZTT 22.3 K-U
Plt 23.0%x10* /mm® BUN 16.2 mg/dl
WBC 5900 /mm?® Cr 0.6 mg/dl
St 17 % Na 142 mEq/l
Seg 61 % K 3.7 mEq/l
Eos 0 % Cl 105 mEq/l
Bas 1% LDH 336 1U/1
Mon 0 % GOT 62 1U/1L
Lym 21 % GPT 23 1U/1
Serological findings ?L];l:l 1372 :fg/j dl
CRP 1. 37 mg/dl
Sputum
ESR 34 mm/hr acid—fast bacilli

smear negative
culture negative
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