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FOUR CASES OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS RESEMBLING PULMONARY
ABSCESS WITH A SO-CALLED NIVEAU-LIKE SHADOW IN A MEDICAL
SCHOOL HOSPITAL : DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE FORMATION
MECHANISM OF NIVEAU-LIKE SHADOWS

Yoshihiro KOBASHI * , Yoshihito NIKI, Hiroshi KAWANE
and Toshiharu MATSUSHIMA
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Four cases of pulmonary tuberculosis resembling pulmonary abscess radiographically
were reviewed from their clinical features, chest X—ray and chest CT, and the mechanism of
formation of so-called niveau—like shadows was discussed. Only one case showed a newly
formed tuberculous cavity with air fluid level on chest X—ray, however, even in this case,
the possibility of the infection with tubercle bacilli of an emphysematous bulla of the lung
could not be completely excluded as several bulla were found on chest CT. The remaining
three cases showed a slightly different mechanism of the formation of niveau—like shadows.
Namely, mycobacterium tuberculosis spread into an existed bulla and a tubercle bacilli
infected bulla was formed. Regarding the clinical features, no remarkable findings were
detected and we could find no differences with common tuberculosis. Based on these
experiences, the presence of pulmonary tuberculosis resembling the shadow of pulmonary
abscess should be emphasized.
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