Kekkaku Vol. 70, No. 12 679

& £

b TRESR U 7o RSB R a M « RS EIGIEIER] &
ERERFENE o BEBIGVERER] DEERHIRRES

N E MW B OB A
JUHES RS A F R 25 P 7
AR e ok B oKW E &

S R MR IR s e P
S PELTHEG6 A 26 H
ZHOERTHEIHN S H

COMPARISON OF THE CLINICAL FEATURES OF SMEAR—-POSITIVE AND
CULTURE-POSITIVE TUBERCULOUS PATIENTS WITH
SMEAR-NEGATIVE AND CULTURE-POSITIVE
PATIENTS IN AN EDUCATION HOSPITAL

Yoshihiro KOBASHI * , Toshiharu MATSUSHIMA, Makoto KIMURA,
Hirohide YONEYAMA and Tatsutoshi YANO

(Received 26 June 1995/ Accepted 5 September 1995)

The clinical features of 27 smear—positive and culture—positive tuberculous patients
(Group 1) were compared with those of 39 smear—negative and culture—positive patients
(Group 2) experienced in our hospital.

The proportion of the patients who have underlying diseases was lower in Grop 1 than
Group 2. Ninety—five % of the patients in Group 1 showed positive PPD skin reaction in
comparison with 73% of the patients in Group 2. In most of the patients in Group 1, the
chest X—ray findings were typical ones for pulmonary tuberculosis, but 36% of the patients
in Group 2 showed atypical X-ray findings. Final diagnosis was more difficult for the
patients in Group 2 than Group 1.

Almost all patients in Group 1 could be diagnosed within a few days and were referred
to a tuberculosis hospital for the treatment of tuberculosis. On the contrary, by the
patients in Group 2, the final diagnosis was delayed more than one month until the results
of culture was available. Also, many patients in this group had underlying disease and only
8 patients could be transferred to a tuberculosis hospital.

* From the Respiratory Department of Internal Medicine, Kawasaki Medical School, 577
Matsushima, Kurashiki City, Okayama 701-01 Japan.
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