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IN VITRO ANTIMICROBIAL ACTIVITY OF A NEWQUINOLONE,
LEVOFLOXACIN, AGAINST ATYPICAL MYCOBACTERIA

Satoshi OYA * , Atunori TAKEMOTO, Kiminori HOSAKA,
Yutaka KUDOU and Masaaki ARAKAWA

(Received 6 April 1995/ Accepted 27 July 1995)

We measured the in vitro antimicrobial activity of a new quinolone, levofloxacin
(LVFX) against seven clinically isolated species of atypical mycobacteria, including 30
strains of M. avium complex. 8 of M. fortuitum, 4 of M. scrofulaceum, 2 of M. kansasii, 2
of M. gordonae, and 1 of M. chelonae (subsp chelonae). LVFX showed a potent
antimicrobial activity against M. kansasii, M. gordonae and M. chelonae (subsp chelonae).
In addition, it was suggested that LVFX may be effective for the treatment of infections
caused by M. avium complex, since satisfactory antimicrobial activity was displayed
against some strains of M. avium complex.

Considering the fact that LVFX shows good concentration levers in sputum, this drug
could be used in the chemotherapy against the infection with M. avium complex.
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Table 1 In vitro Activity of Levofloxacin against Atypical Mycobacteria (No.1)

Concentration of agent (ug/ml)
0 0.25 0.5 1.0 2.0 3.0 5.0

Case No. Initial Species
1 [ | M. avium complex
2 [ ] M. avium complex
3 | ] M. avium complex
4 I M. avium complex
5 [ ] M. avium complex
6 | ] M. avium complex
7 ] M. avium complex
8 [ ] M. avium complex
9 | ] M. avium complex
10 ] M. avium complex
11 ] M. avium complex
12 N M. avium complex
13 | ] M. avium complex
14 I M. avium complex
15 [ M. avium complex
16 [ ] M. avium complex
17 [ ] M. avium complex
18 ] M. avium complex
19 ] M. avium complex
20 [ M. avium complex
21 | ] M. avium complex
22 ] M. avium complex
23 [ ] M. avium complex
24 | ] M. avium complex
| M.

DO
(S}

avium complex

4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 1+ 1+
4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+
4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - -
4+ 4+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+ -
4+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - -
4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 3+ 2+
4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+
4+ 4+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+ 1+
4+ 3+ 2+ - - - -
4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - -
4+ 3+ 3+ 3+ 3+ 1+ -
4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+
4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - -
4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 2+ -
4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - - -
4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ 1+ -
4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ -
4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 3+
4+ 4+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+ -
4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ — -

4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - - -
A+ 4+ 3+ 1+ - - -
4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - - -

4+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+ 1+ 1+
4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+

o
il

FERERGD 5> B Mycobacterium tuberculosis
BHE GERIE) 122\ TR, BRI IEEENSHELL T
BY, YIENGEOGETHTENED 2HETH 5, L
» LIEERIPIRREE, $Fic M. avium complex (MAC)
BYYEIC > WT ), BUIBEREPHEIL ST ThRV
», BEREFCRETHY, FRARTHE ™,

WA, = a2 —%/ o vy REFOHBRE X3 2 HRTE
WA EEN®, zoERAtERTIMES TS h, BIK
BHIE> WT bRENMA STV 3B, 53 % Ofit
HALICBT ARENE LT 2 2 LTINS,

SEFBE, =a—F/ 0 vREHD B levo-
floxacin (LVFX) 20T, JFEEBBE T 5
in vitro PEIEHZIML, £ OEEEOTUIR LS
RIS OB HMEIC > W TR L oo

MR ERE

1) Bk - 19934 6 H & v 944 11 A O Rijic 4Best
kb BHVIIARBEEE L D AEESh, NI T 2
T foid 3 MR E S N IEEBIBTRREME 49 BE W
720 #OWERIZR, M. avium complex 30 # (61.2 %),
M. fortuitum 8#k (16.3 %), M. nonchromogeni-
cum 4%k (8.1%), M. scrofulaceum 2%k (4.1%),
M. kansasii 2% (4.1%), M. gordonae 2 ¥k (4.1
%), M. chelonae subsp chelonae 1%¥k (2.0%) T
»H - 120

9) 3#| : LVFX 1, 1985 fF1c i—BEkbt &t &
DFRFTTEINIS5E IKTH S, ofloxacin (OFLX) D
—H ONEEMAETH B, ThE, F—BEEEREH &
DR DRI TR EZ, FHIRSHEBICEEH L 7,
(L HREERE Fig. WRT,

3) LVFX O ERBEICKT 2 in vitro &M
OFHE : in vitro TIEEHOFHEIC>WTE, UTO
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Table 1 In vitro Activity of Levofloxacin against Atypical Mycobacteria (No.2)

Concentration of agent (#g/ml)

Case No. Initial Species 0 0.25 0.5 1.0 2.0 3.0 5.0

26 I /. avium complex 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - - -

27 I /. aium complex 4+ 3+ 24+ 1+ 1+ — =

28 I /. avium complex 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 2+

29 I . avium complex 4+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+ — -

30 I /. avium complex 4+ 4+ 3+ 1+ - - =

31 I V. fortuitum 44+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+ 1+ -

32 Il /. fortuitum 44+ 4+ 4+ 24+ 1+ - —

33 I . fortuitum 44+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - - -

34 I V. fortuitum 4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ — -

35 I . fortuitum 4+ 1+ - - - - =

36 I ). fortuitum 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 2+ 1+ —

37 I V. fortuitum 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 1+ - -

38 Il /. fortuitum 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - - -

39 Il /. nonchromogenicum 44+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+

40 I . nonchromogenicum 44+ 3+ 3+ 2+ 1+ — -

41 Il . nonchromogenicum 4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ — - -

42 I M. nonchromogenicum 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - - -

43 I /. scrofulaceum 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+

44 I /. scrofulaceum 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 3+ 3+

45 I . kansasii 4+ 3+ - - - - =

46 I V. kansasii 4+~ 1+ - - - - =

47 I M. gordonae 4+ 3+ 2+ 1+ - - -

48 I . gordonae 4+ 4+ 3+ 2+ - - -

49 I M. chelonae subsp chelonae 4+ 3+ 1+ — — — —
BERHEONfiE R W, +74bb, LVFX O/ ml, (3+) & 500~ 2000 CFU/mli, (4+) & 2000

100 mg % 0.1 N NaOH 3 m! IcHE¥EEUK 7ml %1 CFU/ml bl k&5 3%,

AT BB CTHERL, BEHBROKTEERRNL %R, 1%
ANIEEE (LUR/NHEEHD wwishiL, 0.25, 0.5, 1.0,
2.0, 3.0, 5.0ug/ml DIEFIEH/NIIKEHZERLL 72,
EEIRMIRL & 0 3B L 7o BRpk 2, /NIREHT 37°Cic T
2~ AR LRBENPERSHEOL0EK 10 mg
BHEERED, 1% Tween80 /KiFHi%E 1~ 2FAN
KBEAD avRVIZ AN, BEESKTHERLTL~
2 mg/ml DEFHEK > VIEEEKE Lz, Th%
0.1ml &> HRHITH LiAd (AR ME, 10°
mg/mD®, 37°CIlc THHEL, 2, SATEICHEL .
BACHIE N, MR OEE D, BERIcKEO L WE
BIcRE LEAT, affgEticgkEorvbo%
(=), HBLBEFFELIFEE L DR U+) &L,
EHeREMORER, (—), A+), @+), B+),
(4+) &tk L1, THIICFUTET &, B&L 7
(1+) ¥ 1~200CFU/ml (2+) i 200~500 CFU/

w o OR

PERR D FHERER A Table 1 IR L7, TORER%E
LT, HEIFEERNBRE T T 5 LVFX D in
vitro PiEEME% Table 2 IT/RY,

M. avium complex 1ZXfL T, 30 ¥kthZ OHRE
ZBHIE LB cDid, 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, 5.0 ug/ml DEE
TENEN IR B 3%), 6% (20%), T (23.3
%), 6%k (20%) TH -1z, 5.0ug/ml DEEITEBL
TH 104k (33.3%) WWHREZMIETE XD > 1,

M. fortuitum =Xt L Tid, 8#kthZzoRE\EAMEL
Breoid, 0.5 2.0, 3.0, 5.0ug/ml DEETENE
N1k 12.5%), 2% (25%), 3% (37.5%), 2
R (25 %) TH -1,

M. nonchromogenicum xtL Tl, 4#%dzo
FEZMHIELEDR, 2.0, 3.0 ug/ml OEETEN
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Table 2 In vitro Activity of Levofloxacin against Atypical Mycobacteria

Number of strains

Species

0.25 0.5 1.0 2.0 3.0 5.0 5.0<

M. avium complex

M. fortuitum

M. nonchromogenicum

M. scrofulaceum

M. kansasit

M. gordonae

M. chelonae subsp chelonae

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0 1 6 7 6 10
1 0 2 3 2 0
0 0 2 1 0 1
o 0 0 0 0 2
2 0 0 0 o0 0
0 0 2 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 0

Fig. Chemical Structure of Levofloxacin

(=) — (S)—9—fluoro—2, 3—dihydro—3—methyl-10— (4—methyl—
1—piperazinyl) —-7—oxo—7H~-pyrido [1,2,3—de] [1,4] benzoxa-
zine—6—carboxylic acid hemihydrate

Zh 2tk (50.0%), 1k (26%) THY, 5.0pg/ml
KBV TH 1 REDFEAEMIETE G -7,

M. scrofulaceum O 2#RiZxLTId, 5.0 pg/ml
OREITBVTOREBEEZMIETERL 70

M. kansasii @ 2RI L Tid, 0.50g/mlicdw
THBEETRICHIEL 72,

M. gordonae 2HFRICXLTIE, 2.0pg/mlic8W
THREESERICHIE LT,

M. chelonae subsp chelonae 1FRIZX LTI, 1.0
rg/mlicBVWTREEFERIHIEL

=B

B, =a—%/ o vRAEER, —HERGEREE
LLTHELABEROBTHYShTEBY, TOHTD
ofloxacin (OFLX), sparfloxacin (SPFX) 3—
OIEERFRBEAE OIRIRICEHTH 5 T LB lE &
NTVARPY UL, M. avium complex JEHLIE
B LTI, SPFX @ & h— i o B ki BAF 73 FLETE
A LHEI TV ARV, BEREEICK T 3R
FIIEERENC S IEF I REERRILTH %,

Wi ahic=a—%/ o YRUEE LVFX i,
RIERSHEE2 S0 7 7 ABHEB L U7 5 ARERIC
%L, OFLX &[EBRIEVHE R <7 P VERL, €0
FETEMIZ OFLX O 25 3 hTw s, &4k

oo MM AT I BIFT, A%1100 mg B &£ U 200 mg
HAERE OB 5% OWENER 1, 100 mg iIcd VW TIRE
5% 2.2~3. 1 Bl Ic =N IR 1. 02~1. 29 ng/
ml %R L, 200mg ic BV TIIEEGH% 3. 0~3. 4 IR
12 3. 11~4. 23 ug/ml 2R EHESNTVEY, Th
PIEERPUREAE (o0 L TSI D 5 208
A, Al & Ml UBRGT L 72,

#5313, OFLX, SPFX [k M. kansasii 12Xt LT
13, #II in vitro BIEIEHEEZFA L TBO, 70 M.
gordonae, M. chelonae (subsp chelonae) iZXf L T
b, EHEEDIEVIEAS TS in vitro TURITEME:
%2H LTWio M. avium complexicXfL Tld, 2.0,
3. 0ug/ml DEET Kbz hZTh TH (23.3 %),
148k (46.7%) OFEXMEIELTHBY, ABOEEAN
BITHEEET &, FHLE 200mg 5T, 40
DEKRD 30k 148k (46.7%) OREZMIELTE
D, 100 mg #5713 30 #kth 1 #koFH 2 HIELEK.
&85,

SPFX &, /S ick 3 &, M. avium complex
20 ¥kt U 1.56 ug/ml AT TetkFEHE 2 ML &
HWELTWAEY, KASY offEicihid, 4lof
%121 B 300 mg ® SPFX %5 L fc B DIEH RS
MR I1E 1.50+£0.52 ug/ml TH Y, in vivo TREZNE
BEICE LIS WATREMEA S B b B, FATc b DFER D
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5, LVFX & M. avium complex HYEICKIL T
200 mg DS THEHTH 3 EDmRBa N, Thlg,
SPFX?™™ R 1) 7 7 =4 v v REHO0 & &bz,
M. avium complex JEYUEREISR L L THH & 3EH &
BAEREMED H O, SHROERRMBEFILNE EAT
b5,

A& THREEO 707D o B R R I O £
LEd,
X i
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