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A COMPARISON OF PATHOHISTOLOGICAL FINDINGS OF TRANSBRONCHIAL
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MYCOBACTERIUM TUBERCULOSIS
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The pathohistological findings of transbronchial lung biopsy (TBLB) were compared
between Mycobacterium tuberculosis infection (group A) and Mycobacteria other than
Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MOTT) infections (group B). The number of positive
pathological findings in TBLB were 14 (70%) in group A and 2 (16%) in group B,
respectively. Eleven cases (55 %) in group A were positive for acid—fast bacilli in TBLB by
Ziehl—Neelsen stain, and 3 cases of group A showed granulomatous lesion in TBLB. In
pathohistological findings of group B, 2 cases (16 %) were granulomatous lesion, 4 cases
(33 %) were fibrosis, and 3 cases (25%) were inflamatroy changes. The pathohistological
examination of TBLB was more useful for the diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis than for
MOTT infection.
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Table 1 The Number of Cultured Colony from Bronchial Aspirate or

Bronchial Lavage

group A group B
1+ 11 (55%) 7 (58%)
2+ 1 (5%) 2 (16%)
3+ 8 (40%) 3 (26,%)

group A : The cases that isolated Mycobacterium tuberculosis

from bronchial aspirates or lavages.

group B : The cases that isolated Mycobacteria other than Mycobacterium
tuberculosis from bronchial aspirates or lavages.

1+ : The number of isolated colonies less than 10.

2+ : The number of isolated colonies less than 100.

3+ : The number of isolated colonies more than 100.
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Table 2 The Pathohistological Finding of Transbronchial Lung Biopsy

group A group B
Tuberculosis * 1 (55%) 0
Granulomatous lesion 3 (15%) 2 (16%)
caseous 1 0
non-—caseous 2 2
Fibrosis 0 4 (34%)
inflammatory change 2 (10%) 3 (25%)

miscellance

4% (20%)

3% (25%)

* positive (bacilli) in Ziehl-Neelsen stain
%% 9 cases : bronchial obliterance, 1 : eosinophlic pneumonia, 1 : adenocarcinoma.
% %% 1:anthracosis, 1 : bronchial obliterance, 1 : parasite disease suspected
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