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A SURVEY OF THE INITIAL COURSE OF TUBERCULOSIS CHEMOTHERAPY
UNDER COMPULSORY HOSPITALIZATION ON THE BASIS OF
THE REVISED TUBERCULOSIS PREVENTION LAW

— Report of the 32nd C Series of Controlled Trials of Chemotherapy —

Cooperative Study Unit of Chemotherapy of Tuberculosis
of the National Sanatoria in Japan

(Chairman : Ryozo YONEDA)
Koji SATO * , Masashi MORI, Toru KATAYAMA and Toshihiko HAGA
(Received for publication January 18, 1993)

We studied 2247 patients with pulmonary tuberculosis who were hospitalized for the
initial course of chemotherapy under the provision of the revised Tuberculosis Prevention
Law issued by Japanese Ministry of Welfare. The results were as follows.

1) There were more males than females with a ratio of 2.6 : 1.

2) There were two peaks in their ages, 20s and 60s.

3) The average admission periods were 5.2+2.7 months for men and 5.1+2.8 months
for women.

4) The average compulsory admission periods were 6.8+2.5 months for men and 6.4
+2.3 months for women, so that the actual admission periods were shorter in the majority
of the patients.

5) The sputum cultures were converted negative in three months in about 80 percent of
the patients who were smear and/or culture positive on admission.

6) The appearance rate of INH—resistant and RFP—resistant strains were 2% and 1.4%
respectively.

* From the Tokyo National Chest Hospital, 3—1—-1 Takeoka, Kiyoseshi, Tokyo 204 Japan.
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7) Most of the death from tuberculosis was observed in the early stages of admission.
8) With regards to the cost, there seemed to be no difference whether treated under the

new or the old provisions.

9) The newly approved extension of the admission periods for those who had complica-
tions such as diabetes mellitus or pneumoconiosis and those who had INH and/or RFP

positive bacilli seemed to be appropriate.
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