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IDENTIFICATION OF MYCOBACTERIUM AVIUM —INTRACELLULARE
COMPLEX IN TOHOKU DISTRICT OF JAPAN BY USING DNA PROBES
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Attempts were made to identify Mycobacterium avium and Mycobacterium intra-
cellulare in the M. avium—intracellulare complex (MAC) isolated in the Tohoku district of
Japan by using DNA probes (Gen—Probe ; Rapid Diagnostic System) which are specific for
M. avium, M. intracellulare and M. tuberculosis complex, respectively. In the Tohoku
district, the ratio of M. avium isolates (80 %) exceeded that of M. intracellulare isolates. It
was thus shown that, in the Tohoku district where no data concerning the ratio of M.
avium to M. intracellulare isolates had been available, the ratio of M. avium by far
exceeded that of M. intracellulare.
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Table Percent Hybridization of MAC in TOHOKU District with
DNA Probes Specific for M. avium, M. intracellulare
and M. tuberculosis

Strain DNA Probe
M. avium complex | M. avium M. intracellulare M. tuberculosis
1 6(+) 4(-) 1(-)
2 78(+) 3(=) 1(=)
3 76(+) 3(-) 2(-)
4 75(+) 2(-) 2(-)
5 74(+) 3(-) 1(=)
6 1(+) 5(-) 1(=)
7 76(+) 3(—) 1(=)
8 78(+) 2(-) 1(=)
9 75(+) 2(-) 3(-)
10 45(+) 2(-) 1(=)
11 42(+) 2(-) 1(-)
12 31(+) 2(-) 1(=)
13 33(+) 2(-) 2(-)
14 55(+) 2(-) (=)
15 43(+) 2(-) 1(=)
16 53(+) 2(-) 2(-)
17 35(+) 4(-) 2(-)
18 4(+) 6(—) 1(-)
19 53(+) 3(—) 1(=)
20 52(+) 2(—) 1(=)
21 48(+) 1(=) 1(-)
22 49(+) 2(-) 1(-)
23 46(+) 2(-) 2(-)
24 37(+) 3(—) 1(-)
25 27(+) 2(-) 1(-)
26 53(+) 1(=) 1(-)
27 26(+) 1(-) 1(-)
28 50(+) 1(=) 1(=)
29 2(-) 39(+) 3(-)
30 3(—) 38(+) 1(=)
31 1(-) 45(+) 2(-)
32 1(-) 39(+) 2(-)
33 2(-) 18(+) 1(-)
34 2(=) 42(+) 2(-)
35 1(-) 43(+) 2(-)
M. avium
ATCC 25291 | 46 2 2
M. intracellulare
ATCC 15985 1 42 2
M. tuberculosis
HyRV 2 3 38
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