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The 66 th Annual Meeting Panel Discussion
FUTURE PERSPECTIVES FOR TUBERCULOSIS
Chairman : Takateru IZUMI *

(Received for publication May 6, 1992)

Panelists :
1. As viewed from health care office
Yuko NAITO (Kobe Municipal Health Insurance Union, Health Care Center)
2. As viewed form the Medical Institutions
(1) Treatment in hospital
Miyako NAGASAKI (National Sanatorium Sanyoso Hospital)
(2) Treatment in outpatient clinic
Kikuo SUGIMOTO (Nagahama Red Cross Hospital)
(3) Misdiagnosis of tuberculosis
Yusaku MATUI (Chest Disease Research Institute, Kyoto University)
3. As viewed from the Public Health Center
Sutemi NISHIKAWA (Kyoto Municipal Shimogyo Health Center)

* From the Chest Disease Research Institute Kyoto University Sakyo—ku, Kyoto 606—01
Japan.
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4. As viewed from Japan Anti—tuberculosis Association
Toru MORI (Japan Anti—tuberculosis Association)

Leading into the decade of the 1950s, tuberculosis was the most widespread disease in
Japan. However, Japan’s economic strengths have greatly improved the social living
standards, and therapeutic drugs to combat tuberculosis became widely available. The
mortality rate for tuberculosis is now one—fiftieth of what it was immediately after World
War II. Today, tuberculosis has almost been forgotten by physicians.

A very important consideration at hand is the fact that the current administration
overseeing the care of tuberculosis in Japan is operating upon the basis of an anti-
tuberculosis memorandum presented to the Japanese Government by the Allied Forces on
March 17, 1947. The only revision to the memorandum was a completely revised law for the
prevention of tuberculosis appended on March 31, 1951. Since the state of tuberculosis is
now in an entirely different context than at that time, the administrative operations are
well out of date.

Professionals in the medical field who are actively engaged in the diagnosis and
treatment of tuberculosis in Japan organized a panel discussion with the Ministry of Health
and Welfare and the Japan Anti—Tuberculosis Association (the current administration) to
confer concerning the future perspectives of operations. The opinions and suggestions of
each speaker are summarized in the following.

1. Reconsider the effectiveness of health examination for the detection of tuberculosis.
Establish techniques to improve accuracy of tests to detect tubercle bacilli.
Reconsider the regulation of hospital ward for patients with tuberculosis.

Make efforts to minimize misdiagnosis of tuberculosis.
. Establish a policy for managing patients in best state.
. Problems of tuberculosis in the aged populations and foreign workers.

\1@01»#00[\3

Reconsider a strategy of preventing tuberculosis (BCG, drugs).
These problems cannot be solved all at once. Careful consideration of each problem, and
practing each problem positively are awaited.
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