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REACTIVITIES OF VARIOUS MYCOBACTERIA SPECIES AGAINST DNA
PROBES (GEN-PROBE® RAPID DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEM) SPECIFIC TO
MYCOBACTERIUM TUBERCULOSIS COMPLEX, MYCOBACTERIUM

AVIUM AND MYCOBACTERIUM INTRACELLULARE

Haruaki TOMIOKA * , Katsumasa SATO, Hajime SAITO and Hiromichi TASAKA
(Received for publication August 30, 1990)

Various mycobacterial species (22 species, 178 strains) were studied for their reactivity
to DNA probe specific for Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex (MTC), M. avium or M. in-
tracellulare, using Gen—Probe® Rapid Diagnostic System (Gen—Probe Inc., San Diego,
Calif., U.S.A.). All the MTC strains, including M. tuberculosis, M. africanum, M. bovis
and M. microti reacted with MTC—DNA probe at the % hybridization value of 42.8~51.9%
(values higher than 10% are regarded as positive), but their reactivity to MAC—DNA probes
(0.8~2.5%) was under the cut off value (10%). The test strains (28 strains) of M. avium
complex (MAC) segregated into two groups on the basis of reactivity to DNA probes
specific for M. avium and M. intracellulare, that is, one group (16 strains) positively
reacted with M. avium—probe but not with M. intracellulare—probe, and the other group
(12 strains) showed the converse reactivity. The two groups did not show a reactivity with
MTC—probe higher than the cut off value. Nontuberculous mycobacteria other than MAC,
including M. kansasii, M. marinum, M. simiae, M. asiaticum, M. scrofulaceum, M. gor-
donae, M. szulgai, M. malmoense, M. xenopi, M. gastri, M. nonchromogenicum, M. terrae,
M. triviale, M. fortuitum, and M. chelonae (subsp. abscessus and chelonae) reacted with
neither MTC~ nor MAC—probe and values for % hybridization (0.6~3.6%) were lower than
the cut off value. These findings indicate extremely supreior specificity of the DNA probes
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(Gen—Probe) for MTC, M. avium and M. intracellulare, thereby indicating the usefulness of
Gen-Probe Rapid Diagnostic System for the MTC and MAC in clinical use.

Key words : Mycobacterium avium, Myco-
bacterium intracellulare, Mycobacterium tu-
DNA probe, Gen-—

Probe® rapid diagnostic system

berculosis complex,

F+—7—X : Mycobacterium avium, Mycobac-
terium intracellulare, Mycobacterium tuber-
DNA 7o — 7, Gen—
Probe® rapid diagnostic system

culosis complex,

T L& I

b b OPEREIRYE D FEREKE 2 Mycobacterium
tuberculosis TH 3T EITEbLVIFEVD, fMf, &
M, SRR, TS M. avium complex
(MAC) EFEHEhTEBY, otk v HadiH o IEHE
IKEEL, b - THREAHZIET 5 LD TEE
THbo BUTOF L L TEYP AR I E L ERITEIRER
#Hic k APIBEEEE:E, ZROFITEBE, oI
DM E TICENEE T 5, $7, (EROMRMAE
Tld M. avium & M. intracellulare O8E513 % 37K
HEeThH, LikMN-T, ThomE@EE—fELT
MAC L[EERE 2% AP o1,

Balt, M. avium, M. intracellulare ¥ XU M. tu-
berculosis complex (MTC) DO&FFE DNA 7o —
778 Gen—Probe 1 (San Diego, Calif., U.S.A.)
XomilEh, ThEROTERD TR DRI
FOREENTESELT, TOEHMEPECEFHMES T
WBP?2 bbb LB R AREES v b EAFT S
Hail, BhAT < M. avium W M. intracell-
ulare ®%& DNA 7o —-7%Muw<, ZOWEEREEL
OB, MAC M8 & MAC BRERI & OB~
MAC Bk OB R TR & LT oa Rk,
X5l M. avium & M. intracellulare METED M
ROBWEOP T VWTHE LT E e, A, EMEIR
BA NS DNA 7o — 7 & Ofic & OFEE DS
ERTHICOVWTHEN, Thd DNA Fu— 7 OEE
B RSUGHEIC > W CHE T OMF 217 - e O TLUMN RS
5o

e &EFE

(1) #HEAE

F &L CHEREDEE, M. tuberculosis it 31
B, M. africanum & 5%, M. bovis it 6k U
I MAC, M. kansasii, M. marinum, M. simiae,
M. asiaticum, M. scrofulaceum, M. gordonae,

M. xenopi, M. gastri, M. nonchromogenicum,
M. terrae, M. triviale, M. fortuitum, M. chelonae

subsp. abscessus ¥ XU M. chelonae subsp.
abscessus B XV M. chelonae subsp. chelonae &
2 Fko ABTNIT M. szulgai LU M. malmoense &
1 KR DHRET 74tk & R EOENEERE L D 5522
7o MAC & 97 bkt O i Efg et (BESL P L 043
BA53 1 M. bovis il 5 ¥k, M. microti 8LV M.
africanum & 1 %2 b L 7,

(2) DNAZ7o—7F R}

Mycobacterium ® i\ i#[6E + v » (Gen—Probe
#, San Diego, U.S.A.) iRftoF5I&icicficn
FoREREIEICHE U TITL, Z ORIKIZLIT O X S TH B,
THbb, SEREO 1%/ NI E37TC, 3~4H
M REZ H 7 2 £ — X THES ¥, RE/KT McFar-
land No.1 O¥EEICHE L 2EK®0.1ml = “Bac-
terial Lysing Reagent” (#3 2E—X& lysing
agent £075 %) &LiEL, 55~59°C, 1543, sonica-
tor bath T B ALEK, MAC £ 721 d MTC @
“DNA Probe Solution” ® 1ml %fn4, 72°C, 60
43Rl##iE L T hybridization %47 -7, (RWT, “Se-
paration Suspension” (0.02 % NaN; &H &R
hydroxyapatite #:##) @ 4 ml &N, #HHL,
72°C, 5 4RIRER, FoEd, o 6,000rpm,
34Y) Ltce ZDihifiic 4ml @ “Wash Solution”
0.02 % NaN, 2HE R 2MA, @k, &oL,
PO EN: % Gamma counter TatilllL7co
% hybridization i (Ml ; 210 %) BKX LD
Sample cpm—Background cpm

Total counts > 100

E L7

¥ R

(1) #EEREO MTC, M. avium 8L U M. in-
tracellulare %455 DNA 7' v — 7 & ORIGH

Table1l 2R3 & 5T, M. tuberculosis (3 #5),
M. africanum (6#%), M. bovis (118 BLT M.
microti (1#E) O 21 #kd MTC T, MTC 7o —
7 L oo KIEEEH (% hybridization fif 42.8~
51.5 %) T & » 12 h, M. avium if O iZ M. intra-
cellulare &7 v — 7 & DG IZ2FIEMH: (% hybri-
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Reactivities of MTC with DNA Probe Specific

for MTC, M. avium or M. intracellulare

% Hybridization

Species Strain
Probe
MTC M. avium M. intrace-
llulare
M. tuberculosis Hg Ry 51.5 1.2 1.9
Hy:Ra 49.4 1.3 1.5
Aoyama B 48.4 1.4 2.2
M. africanum TC 3 49.6 0.8 1.0
TC 8 46.5 1.0 1.2
TC 41 46.8 1.2 1.0
TC 66 47.6 1.3 1.0
TC 84 43.8 0.8 0.9
Af 66 45.1 1.3 1.0
M. bovis Ravenel 49.1 1.5 1.8
D—-4 45.4 1.3 1.7
Denken 45.3 1.3 1.5
BCG 43.8 1.1 1.5
Ushi 18 42.8 1.1 1.3
Ushi 21 46.3 1.8 1.7
Ushi 22 48.2 1.5 1.5
Miwa 43.0 14 1.5
B-10 46.6 1.2 1.0
B-18 44.6 1.2 0.9
B-30 45.2 0.9 0.9
M. microti M—-48 44.7 1.3 1.0
dization 2.2 BLITF) ThH -7z, £, TS MTC L
Table 2. Reactivities of 28 Clinical Isolates

Btk (M. tuberculosis, M. bovis, M. africanum,
M. microti) ® MTC 7' v — 7izxtd 3 KB 2 H W
WL, EERICS L3 ERABONE -1, [ERE
IS 2 BEDBED M. tuberculosis TFHkEE 28 #k
KDOWTIT>THIET A, 26l MTC 7Yu— 7&K
J& (% hybridization f#44.2~51.9 %) L#z%S, M.
avium 5\ M. intracellulare D& 70— 7 &3
SIS U 7S » - 12 (% hybridization & 0.9~2.5 %)
(Table2),

(2) MAC ® MTC, M. avium 8L M. intra-
cellulare Z45 % DNA 7'v — 7' & O S

Table 3 IZ/Rg & 51z, St O MAC28 Etkid
M. avium &%\ F M. intracellulare D&FE DNA
7a—7 &0, TNZTN24.9~54.9 % (16 il
T 31.7~42.0 % (12#%) D% hybridization &%/~
L, zheh M. avium BXU M. intracellulare &
EE&Nntzn, MTC 7o — 7 & ORIGH 3 kB
(% hybridization f#0.8~1.9 %) T&¥ -7z, Table

of M. tuberculosis with DNA Probe Specific
for MTC, M.avium or M. intracellulare

% Hybridization

Probe

Range Mean
MTC 44.2-51.9 48.6
M. avium 0.9- 1.6 1.3

M. intracellulare 1.0- 2.5 1.5

4 FEERYBED MAC EFT1 ¥Ric> W T, M. avium B
LU M. intracellulare #5455 DNA 7o — 7 & DR
DRIGHEE A I bDTH 5, # MAC 3 71 # 30
¥Rz M. avium 12, 41#kl& M. intracellulare iG]
ESh, W7o —7&OMIKRERIED A 5N Bk
W otce TOBE, M. avium & M. intracellulare
DEFE DNA 70 — 7icXd % % hybridization ff
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Table 3. Reactivities of MAC with DNA Probe
Specific for MTC, M. avium or M. intracellulare

% Hybridization

Strain
Probe
MTC M. avium M. intrace-
lulare

HR-14 1.2 47.2 2.2
HR-30 1.1 43.8 1.8
KT- 6 1.0 51.6 1.9
KT- 8 1.0 50.4 3.4
KT-10 1.1 45.7 5.6
KT-13 1.0 47.7 4.2
KT-14 1.4 52.5 0.7
KT-21 1.0 24.9 1.6
KT-23 1.2 49.6 0.8
KT-28 1.1 54.5 0.8
KT-30 1.5 54.9 1.2
KT-37 1.3 51.9 1.0
KT-38 14 48.6 1.1
KT-39 1.2 50.5 1.0
KT-46 1.2 46.9 1.2
6194 1.7 41.2 1.0
HR-18 1.3 0.8 33.0
HR-20 14 0.8 32.9
HR-25 1.6 0.9 34.5
HR-31 1.9 1.0 36.5
HR-32 14 0.8 36.0
HR-35 1.3 0.7 31.7
KT- 9 1.1 1.8 39.5
KT-12 0.9 6.8 42.0
KT-26 0.8 9.6 32.8
KT-48 1.3 2.1 33.7
KT-50 1.3 4.7 37.3
Yandle 1.0 0.8 34.4

K BB H 6T

W HTE T3 45.7~60.2 %, F952.9 %, HRETIZ34.6
~52.3%, ¥i944.1 %TH D, Enns® OMEE (M.
avium, 17~61 %, 5944 % ; M. intracellulare,
16~63 %, F¥H41 %) ERZEDRBVSDTH 1o &
o, AEBEA L 2R Y OBEkMICIE MAC, MTC &b
Sherman 5 DL 7 & 5 BESHNIE (% hybri-
dization 1 10~15%) %2/RL7cbDIEHEH -7,

(3) #EEIEED® MTC, M. avium BXU M. in-
tracellulare 45 DNA 7o — 7icxtd 5 UG

Table 5 RREMBHABFHEEE GF 13HRE, 24 5
®» MTC % & O MAC &4 % DNA 7o — 7icxdd %
R4 A7 bDTH B, HEVFhOREKDS MTC I
Uik MAC &5 DNA 7u—7 L DD % hybridi-
zation 12 0.7~3.6 6 TdH v, BHEKIEEZRLILHD
BH SN M-t i), Table 6 13 % B R
REREVMRE TdH 5 M. fortuitum, M. chelonae
subsp. abscessus B LU M. chelonae subsp. che-
lonae D& 2 #® MTC M ¥ ic MAC &4 5% DNA 7
o— T ARIGHEERLIEbDTH B, #Hlvd
hOBHKS MTCBL U MAC ORBFR 7o —-7L0D
% hybridization {83 0.7~2.2 % &K<, BHERIEZE
RTSDIFIEH - 1,

% z=

MAC & M. tuberculosis YA DTEER (GEsEikiE
HBE) ©5 bRk bERNMEEOBWIIRETH Y,
HHET GIEE, £0E b2z oENERAAALSNTY
210, BERDEYPER « A LR E T X B FEEE
<& M. avium & M. intracellulare % IEREIC SR
32 LT PARARET, —BicInsE2—FELTMAC
LIESEAAL VA, DNA Yo —-T7EHVBE I LTk
> T, HEBOERMTEEE L - PP, bhvbhafT
- 72 Gen—Probe EE * v + 2\ 7 —@#HOWFFLIC &
niE, AT MACERED £ +hosEs iz M
avium & M. intracellulare & 3HUSPINAHEZRITL,

Table 4. Reactivities of 71 Clinical Isolates of MAC with
DNA probe Specific for M. avium or M. intracellulare

% Hybridization

Probe No.
of M. avium M. intracellulare
strains
Range Mean Range Mean
M. avium 30 45.7-60.2 52.9 0.9- 39 21
M. intracellulare 41 1.2- 9.8 44 34.6-52.3 44.1
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Reactivities of Various Nontuberculous Mycobacteria

Other than MAC (slow growers) with DNA Probe Specific for
MTC, M. avium or M. intracellulare

Strain

% Hybridization

Probe
MTC M. avium M. intra-
cellulare
M. kansasii P16 14 1.1 1.7
M. kansasti ATCC 12478 1.3 1.1 1.6
M. marinum Shimamoto 1.1 1.3 1.3
M. marinum ATCC 927 1.0 0.9 1.2
M. simiae 25 1.1 0.9 1.7
M. simiae ATCC 25275 1.2 2.0 1.6
M. asiaticum 27 1.0 1.1 1.1
M. asiaticum ATCC 25276 1.4 0.7 1.1
M. scrofulaceum ATCC 19073 1.0 1.0 1.7
M. scrofulaceumn ATCC 19981 0.9 1.0 1.2
M. gordonae ATCC 23284 1.1 0.9 1.3
M. gordonae ATCC 14470 0.9 1.6 1.1
M. szulgai NCTC 10831 1.1 1.0 2.6
M. malmoense ATCC 29571 0.8 0.9 1.2
M. xenopt ATCC 19276 1.1 0.8 1.6
M. xenopi ATCC 19970 3.6 0.9 1.3
M. gastri W417 1.3 1.1 1.6
M. gastri W465 1.7 0.9 2.1
M. nonchromogenicum ATCC 19530 0.9 1.1 1.7
M. nonchromogenicum ATCC 19531 1.2 1.3 1.3
M. terrae ATCC 15755 1.8 1.0 14
M. terrae W—-511 1.1 0.9 1.3
M. triviale T—435-5 1.1 0.9 1.1
M. triviale ATCC 23290 0.8 0.8 1.2

BAPELIR Tk M. avium #38, BAFELIFE T M. intra-
cellulare 3£ \WZ &?, ¥4 M. avium MiER 1~ 3,
M. intracellulare MiERI4~6, 8~11BLUV 214
FBE I M. avium THY, M. intracellulare &
BT, 12~20 B XUV 25 ZFFBEIE M. intracellulare
THBIEYD BSPSHIT LI, £/, DNA 7o —
JICXOEES NI M. avium & M. intracellulare
BY7rvEvy, 7377 ay FREEHRSF /0
YR A EAIREZHIcEEENAONB L 2R
HL7hs, 2ol sl MACREEDRFE B CE
ERHMREEbN B,

M. avium, M. intracellulare ¥ XU MTC (M.
tuberculosis, M. bouvis, M. africanum BT M.
microti) &% E DNA 7o — 7 ORBEFENIGHEIC

20\ Tid, Enns® i3 American Type Culture Col-
lection (Rockville, Maryland, U.S.A.) ® Centers
for Disease Control (Atlanta, Ga., U.S.A.) »5
D MAC &t 158 #k ¥ & U MAC KIS O HiEEE 28 BfE:T
16T HRICD W THRET L TW 328, % hybridization f#
IZOWVWTOIL#IZA S5V, F7, Drakes 5P D
MAC &t 134 #k & MAC DA o HiBRE T 66 #D MAC
DNA 7 v — 7 L ORIGHEOHEIC DV TAHT S % hy-
bridization fEDC#IZ MAC, M. tuberculosis, M.
kansasii 2S5 THEEICOWTOLREHIEA SN BITT
EREAAN

ZZT, AElbhbhidihs 7o - 7 ORERFENE
22\ T MTC, MAC LIAAOREMTIEEE 16 B, &t
30Kk &P L TREMIZS AT 21T -7 & &5, MTC,
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Table 6.
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Reactivities of Various Nontuberculous Mycobacteria

Other than MAC (rapid growers) with DNA Probe Specific for
MTC, M. avium or M. intracellulare

% Hybridization

Strain Probe
MTC M. avium M. intra-
cellulare
M. fortuitum 18356 0.9 0.8 1.2
M. fortuttum 18367 1.0 0.8 1.7
M. chelonae subsp.
abscessus R108 0.9 1.0 2.2
M. chelonae subsp.
abscessus ATCC 19977 0.7 0.7 1.3
M. chelonae subsp.
chelonae 19062 0.7 0.9 0.9
M. chelonae subsp.
0.8 0.6 1.2

chelonae NCTC 946

M. avium, M. intracellulare ® 7o — 7 EZhE 1
wxtihd 2EE ) Lo AFEMICKIGL, Thlst
OFEEE DBHERIGIRA ONITVT EBnhotc, TD
Z &k, ADNA 7o — 7OREER/REESED THO
ZEERTHEDTH %,

Drakes 5”13, MAC#¥E 7o —7& MAC LISt o
BifE & © % hybridization {13 1.0~9.7 % CE¥42.0
%) EHELTWAY, TNRABEIObLADLIUDOKRET
Bonifl (Table5, 6 BM) L —HTEHHDT
» 5o, ¥72, Enns® 13 MAC LIS OHiEREEET 166 Bk
Az MAC ¥ 8 DNA 7o — 7 & o i RISEH &R
LMD 1 RA SN LR L TV A D, bhibhd
BE LBy (MTCZ2&E 198%) TRIDLDHHl
NBIEERIZ A S NTIED - Too

A DNA 7o —7 5 2 b 3R TEERERSR M
HBTEND, ik b ORBREEEIEICE T BER
B 160 (M. tuberculosis) ATNicE 2 (MAC)
DO EEE DNA 70— 77 2 M & » THRE»D
EHEcZld 3 Lo nz b0 LBbh, BAC
TEC 12B £#i ©® primary culture 2\ 7z Gen—
Probe ¥ 2 t DRAY biTbh TV AHELE, Z DMK
rtoBERERSRETETIHNE b0 EEbN 5,

¥ & B

HEERBRE O Mycobacterium tuberculosis com-
plex (MTC), M. avium BXUT M. intracellulare
&HE DNA 7o —7 (Gen—Probe ft, San Diego,

U.S.A.) o9 3 UBHIC > W THRE L 7,

(1) MTC (M. tuberculosis, M. africanum, M.
bovis & T M. microti) 1& MTC 78— 7 & ORI
13 (% hybridization f#42.8~51.9 %) T& -7
B, M. avium T M. intracellulare O 7' o —
7 & ORI SREMEAE (0.8~2.56 %) Th -7,

(2) Mycobacterium avium complex & M.
avium & %W 3 M. intracellulare DRFEFR 7o — 7
& D% hybridization fHAS M. avium Tl 24.9~54.9
%, M. intracellulare TI331.7~42.0 % CHMETH
>7eh, MTC 7*v — 7 & ORISIGEMSEE (0.8~1.9 %)
2R L7o

(3) MTC B & MAC LIS @ 16 EFEaT 30 ¥k (M.
kansasii, M. marinum, M. simiae, M. asiaticum,
M. scrofulaceum, M. gordonae, M. szulgai, M.
malmoense, M. xenopi, M. gastri, M. nonchro-
mogenicum, M. terrae, M. triviale, M. fortuitum,
M. chelonae) ® MTC & % \ i3 MAC & % DNA
7o -7 EoRIGEY (% hybidization 18 0.6~3.6
%) TH -1,

(4) ntokEL, MTC, M. avium BEUV M.
intracellulare D £¥ % DNA 7o — 7 O W ERHR M
EBHTEHVWEDLEDbN B,

X [
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