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PRIMARY OPERATION OF PERICARDIECTOMY AND DECORTICATION
OF THE RIGHT LUNG FOR TUBERCULOUS PERICARDITIS
WITH EMPYEMA

Hiroshi NIWA * ,» Takeo MIZUNO, Toru KOBAYASHI,
Toshio KASUGAI and Tadakazu HATTORI

(Received for publication July 19, 1990)

A 28-year old man who complained of orthopnea and fever was diagnosed to have cardiac
tamponade. Pericardiocentesis was immediately carried out and pericardiac window was
created on the 11th day. Typical caseating granulomas with acid—fast bacilli were detected
in sections of the pericardium. A positive culture of Mycobacterium tuberculosis was
observed in the sputum and the pericardial fluid. Though 3—month anti—tuberculosis treat-
ment with streptomycin, isoniazid, and rifampicin was continued with 6—week steroid
therapy, progressive thickness of the pericardium was suggested subsequent constriction.
Pericardiectomy for pericarditis and decortication for empyema in the right thorax was
performed at the same time. After 10 x 12 cm pericardium was resected through median
sternotomy, decortication of the right lung was performed through right posterolateral
thoracotomy. In the case with thickened pericardium, early pericardiectomy is recom-
mended.
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