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A retrospective study on the evaluation of antituberculous drugs for patients with
hepatic dysfunction was undertaken to clarify treatment regimens. The values of GOT, GPT
and T. Bil were used as indicators of liver function, and the “deterioration” in the liver
function was defined as a level greater than 1.5 times the initial value.

Of total 538 cases of active pulmonary tuberculosis, 103 cases (19.1 %) had abnormal-
ities in liver functions before chemotherapy, and 21 of 103 cases showed the deterioration in
their liver functions during chemotherapy. There was little relationship between the initial
status of liver functions and the incidence of their deteriorations after chemotherapy.

Nine of 21 cases did not exceed the 3 times of normal ranges of liver functions. These
nine cases could tolerate the same regimens of chemotherapy, and showed satisfactory
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clinical responses to chemotherapy with two exceptions : one died of tuberculosis and the

other cerebrovascular disease. On the other hand, of 12 cases with elevated values of hepatic

function greater than 3 times the normal limits, 6 cases discontinued chemotherapy. One

case, however, died of hepatic failure related to chronic active hepatitis. Eight of 12 cases

showed the rapid improvement of liver dysfunctions.

These results suggest that antituberculous drugs are acceptable to patients with hepatic

dysfunction as long as the elevations of GOT, GPT and T. Bil stay within 3 times of

normal limits. Further chemotherapy could be continued under careful monitoring of liver

functions even if the cases exhibit elevated levels of liver functions greater than 3 times the

normal ranges.
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