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THREE CASES OF LOCAIZED PLEURAL TUBERCULOSIS WHICH LOOKED
EXACERBATED DURING ANTITUBERCULOUS CHEMOTHERAPY

Toru RIKIMARU * ,» Masashi KAWAHARA, Yoichiro ICHIKAWA,
Kotaro OIZUMI and Masahiro NAKAMURA

(Received for publication July 2, 1990)

We reported three cases whose pleural tumorous shadows enlarged during the intensive
chemotherapy for tuberculosis. The patients were 39 year—old female, 63 year—old female,
and 22 year—old male.

Their chest X-ray films on admission showed pleural effusion or infiltration, but no
tumorous shadows. Eight to 16 weeks after starting the antituberculous therapy with INH,
RFP and SM, new tumorous shadows appeared in the right chest wall (case 1, 3) or the left
chest wall (case 2). The mass extracted from case 1 contained granuloma with caseous
nacrosis. The tumorous shadows on chest X-ray films in case 2 and 3 disappeared by
continuous antituberculous therapy.

We can not definitely conclude that the disease of these 3 cases were same diseases to be
called either percostal tuberculosis, peripleural abscess or peripleuritis tuberculosa as
observed in case 1.

The phenomenon observed in case 2 and 3 is suspected to be caused by some allergic
mechanism eg. Jarisch—Herxheimer reaction which is observed during the therapy for
syphilis.
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Case 1 Case 2 Case 3
Hematological
RBC(x10*/m1) 435 421 544
Hb (g/dl) 13.7 13.3 16.4
Ht (%) 41.9 40. 2 49.7
WBC (/ml) 5800 6400 11200
Nt (%) 66 73 66
Eo (%) 0 0 1
Ly (%) 30 22 28
Mo (%) 3 5 5
ESR (mm/h) 75 80 65
Biochemical
T.P.(g/dl) 6.75 7.8 7.8
A/G 1.47 1.74 1.15
az-glob(%) 9.4 10.2 16.4
7 -glob(%) 16.4 16.5 15.3
TB. (mg/dl) 0.8 1.0 0.8
GOT (K.U.) 17.3 23.5 36.0
GPT (K.U.) 18.4 14.0 37.0
LDH (W.U.) 220 352 335
Al-p (K-A.U.) 6.6 11.1 9.6
BUN (mg/dl) 9.8 18.2 16.2
Cr (mg/dl) 0.7 0.6 0.9
Na (mEaq/!) 141 140 144
K (mEq/!) 3.9 4.5 4.7
Cl  (mEq/l) 99 101 101
CRP 3+ + 5+
Sputum exam.
AFB Gaffky - - -
Culture + - —
15X16 20X20 0X0
PPD (mm) 22X23 T5X46 T X6
pleural effusion
exam.
Protein (g/d () 4.5 4.1 5.6
glucose (mg/d /) 80 76 71
ADA  (U/l) 180 108 103
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