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DETERMINATION OF ANTI-MYCOBACTERIA ANTIBODY TITERS BY ELISA
FOR THE EARLY DIAGNOSIS OF TUBERCULOSIS

Ichiro TOIDA * and Setsuko YAMAMOTO

(Received for publication January 24, 1990)

Determination of anti—mycobacteria antibody titers by ELISA for the early diagnosis
of tuberculosis was critically reviewed from methodological point of view.

Especially, the method of data—handling to calculate the antibody titers from optical
density values obtained by ELISA and also the method to evaluate the clinical usefulness of

this test were reassessed.

Determination of anti—mycobacteria antibody titer by ELISA is highly sensitive and
satisfactorily specific, and far more useful than, or at least as useful as, various on—going

methods for the early diagnosis of pulmonary as well as extra—pulmonary tuberculosis.
This test should be included in a routine examination system for the diagnosis of

tuberculosis in the clinical laboratories.
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Fig. 1. Determination of Antibody by ELISA
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Fig. 2. Various Patterns of OD—Dilution Curve
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Fig. 3. Relation of AODs Obtained at Different Dilutions
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