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AN APPROACH TO THE CONTROL OF THE SO—-CALLED
VAGRANT PATIENTS WITH TUBERCULOSIS

Emiko TOYOTA *, Naoshi OOTANI, Yoshihiko MATSUDA
and Hiroshi TAJIMA

(Received for publication July 13, 1989)

In recent 3 years, we experienced 46 cases of so—called vagrants, who were admitted for
active tuberculosis to our hospital at the time of detection, their disease was in advanced
and severe state, and 35 out of 46 patients were admitted for emergency and 7 cases died of
tuberculosis soon after admission. In the remaining cases, anti—tuberculosis agents were
effective, however, the incidence of dropout cases was much higher. How to improve
compliance of these cases to treatment is one of the most difficult but important problem

in present tuberculosis control.
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