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The nocardiae which may cause disease in humans are Nocardia asteroides, N. nova,
N. farcinica, N. brasiliensis and N. otitidis—caviarum.Of these, N. asteroides, N. nova and
N. farcinica had previously been regarded as belonging to only one species, N. asteroides
(Gordon and Mihm, 1957). In 1969, Tsukamura divided the N. asteroides species into two
species, N. asteroides sensu stricto and N. farcinica, reviving the name N. farcinica Trevisan
1889. The N. asteroides in the new sense could furthermore be divided into two species,
N. asteroides in a newer sense and N. nova sp. nov. (Table 1). The genus Nocardia is
differentiated from genera Mycobacterium and Rhodococcus by the characteristics shown in
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Table 2.
shown in Table 3.

Key words : Nocardia, Classification, Identi-

fication, Bacteriology

The identification of Nocardia species is carried out according to the schedule
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Nocardia 1%, HWEHRTII® 505, b MCERGYER:
EBITHEELTHOSNTWVWS, TORBI, Mycobacte-
rium (BERE) LEKBRICHL, FHOHEREERT
FEMEE LTSN B PP, Z0bd, HBEER,
ST 5 2 EAZL (ThICDVTE, HTha
3 5)o Nocardia BRAIE DL &, HLAHET KA
MIF BN, ZTDIFEALLEHL Nocardia asteroides
KkBEEhTW3, LML, EEE% N. asteroides
ELIBIAAZ LI REZBLREZBVRETH 3,
£ OGN, 12K, BT [BIRE] Th5EE
DFFRICESVWTEY, ALENEROBRET SfTbh

TVWEV, HEWREEMETH2IcbhbboT, B
KROBELITOATVRVLLONEL, ThoDlE%:,
E BT Nocardia BRAE LB 2 DT ITIROHITV,
BORENITOOU TV A DL, HEMNEHEL > Mk
THHM, BEREANTAL L, ZOXIBHRIIBL
TS, 34D 113 Nocardia TIRE» -1, Bdhic
B 13, Rhodococcus % 7z1& Mycobacterium fortui-
tum THo1co TD LRI ITHANS, ORI
2E{ZEE LT,

Nocardia D54E

Nocardia BOHERE L L TRANICEEHKE N 2EIZ,
Nocardia farcinica Trevisan 1889 TH 5, L L,
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ITHHebHIOFHETH D, T, ZOHBEZ L0k
»IT, RITFEEHE & Nz Nocardia asteroides Blan-
chard 1896% oI h < NT, FEEZFOEEEL M
{7 ->TLE ks ZD%, Nocardia brasiliensis
Pinoy 1913% & Nocardia otitidis—caviarum Snij-
ders 1924% MRE S N1z, KB OEIR, BV, #Eo-
T “N. caviae” EFRENTW IS, 1980 4 i [FHEE A
MaEGREERIT X > TRITE/z “Approved lists
of bacterial names”” T IE I ic N. otitidis—cavia-
rum EFER T LT E - 1o, R, @Y, SBTR
PHNCEdEk S ncERE ISR L TEZ 515 “type species”
DEFNE, N. asteroides EPRES NI, LlEDTEL,
N. farcinica &, d\WVFEOVREZHE LT, type species
Mo RBFENLD, FOLRENIIEE NI, D bo 4 EHE
DEMIT, HE < DD Bergey’'s Manual & 8 i
1974Y 5 X 0% 9 i 1986% il S hTL B4, b b
I AR, Eido AR TV B, BB,
“madura foot” DEFIZT -7 “N. madurae” 13,
Nocardia |@» b SNz,

B TIRKRER%, b &£ < Nocardia © 53 EFHINI
%17 - D1 Gordon & Mihm!®™ ¥ T, %513, N.
asteroides, N. brasiliensis 8L U N. caviae (N.
otitidis—caviarum) ® 3 HF AL OEEE L &
¥, N. farcinica i3 N. asteroides & [&d—& L7217,
HERHICIZ, N. farcinica DFEEDH 5 N. asteroides
OFREXIVFEVH, §7TIT N. asteroides DZHIE <
BHLTVWRENRAEZEL, COomMEFEOKLE L TN
asteroides D WU TH 5 & L1210, LT,
Nocardia ® type species % N. asteroides &9 % &
SHIEL1P,1980 D “Approved lists of bacterial
names”” 13, Z® Gordon & Mihm'? O#IEZEH Y
AthtcboEEbns, THLT, N. farcinica D%
ATlE, FHHELE, HBL TV,

1969 4£12, Tsukamura'® &, 100 K% H W T,
Nocardia & UTZEL T2 112 BRI O W TS EIA T -
oo ZDRER, 20D ESBONI, F1 L, N
asteroides th% 2 BT 8 L TH oo H1EE
30Kk S, oz, LI N. farcinica & &
TV ATCC3I8 M EEF N TWVW/2DT, N. far-
cinica LW T LT Ui, fhoBid, 21 ¥k 5720,
INnZEH L L N. asteroides EFF3 T &z L, 2L
T, neotype & LT ATCC 23824 #k & %€ L7z 5 2
DFFIR G, —B D Nocardia ¥k45 1 > D KEEfL %
fEACLERHLIIET, CORTRGEVLRITH
% Nocardia rubra D% %, TOHICH A, ZhiC
‘LD, ROBWETH > 72, N. rubra, N. convo-
luta, N. minitma, N. lutea, N. rubropertincta,

N. erythropolis, N. globerula, N. polychromo-

oM EeE B9 E

genes Th -1, TNODEER, RIC Rhodococcus'™'®
DEMHBZONT, M LBEBEN >, THbE,
Rhodococcus @ DFEH I, TOWHRICHEKL TW 5,
VI EDHT, N. rubra? 5 N. lutea £ TD 4513,
#%I12 R. lentifragmentus 7207, N. rubropertin-
cta 13 R. rubropertinctus'®'® &0, LITF O 2 3,
N ZE N R. erythropolis'®, R. globerulus'®, &
AN

Ttukamura’® 12 £ 3 N.asteroides ® 2 ERE~D4Y
#E, =0k, £ OWRE K DRI N/, Brad-
ley®”, Mordarski et al.?V i3, DNA reassociation
Wk, TO2OoMBIEETH B &AEFEND, Good-
fellow?”, Kurup & Schmitt?”, Schaal & Reu-
thersberg? &0 Tsukamura® FFHOHICLD,
INZEBELI, 7, McClung® Itk » TEhhi
Bergey’s Manual 58I b, TOEBILENT VS,

EEMAEYIS#E I, £ D%, Nocardia RESDE
Hh, EEO M. Goodfellow WEEE L7 - T,
“Approved lists of bacterial names”” HES N7
73, N. asteroides @ type strain iZ 13, Tsukamura'®
DORIEAMMA LT, F/ic ATCC 19247 21EE L 1o
N. farcinica D13 lists 125 - 7273, 20#13 Trevisan
1889 DEELENTLE -7, DM, Tsukamura'®
K&k, FHEEEATRIBI N R aurantiacus
& R. sputi IZHIBR & 1, R. lentifragmentus i R.
ruber & L T Goodfellow and Alderson ® % T &
/A 50, R. rubropertinctus  Goodfellow &
Alderson IZ@E & A SMtc, TOLHIRETR, RE
D 1ANTHLZEEMSDEH bR fThbhicDT, H
B, THICHEL TREATEL 2, 1986 ££D Ber-
gey’s Manual @ Nocardia ® &, Goodfellow
& Lechevalier” 12 & » TEM» N, N. farcinica 13
“Goodfellow tests” 1T & » T N. asteroides 7 5 [X
BTE 5L &N, N. asteroides D 2 WE~DHE|,
»1em b Goodfellow IZ &k » TR ENAkhD T ELE
INTWVA,

L T AT, N. farcinica D&z, 555 100 F
IO &80T, MEGICETORERSH -7, 5H
N. farcinica ®F#EE LT, 2% @ Institut Pasteur
KRRFEINTWS [“378” #k] &, %3 Nocardia T
1375 < Mycobacterium (1< M. farcinogenes &t
HENT) THDIEWHND -1 —F, American
Type Culture Collection (ATCC) IZfRE SN T W
% ATCC 3318 #ki%, “378” ¥i% ATCC BZfHL 13
TTHHDIL, TH61}, FENEL Nocardia TH
5o TOD&DNERSEAMINS 579, Tsukamura®®
&, N. farcinica ® % % reject L T, N. paratuber-
culosis®™ &4 2 T EARRIBL A, Nocardia BEE
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Table 1. Classification of Nocardia asteroides

Gordon and Mihm 1957" 12

Tsukamura 1969""

Tsukamura 1982%"

N. asteroides

N. asteroides (in new sense)

N. farcinica

N. asteroides (in a newer sense)
N. farcinica

N. nova

N. nova was separated from the N. asteroides in new sense (Tsukamura, 1969).
The N. asteroides strains defined by Gordon and Mihm 1957 included all three species

N. asteroides sensu stricto, N. farcinica and N. nova.

Table 2. Differentiation between Genera Mycobacterium, Rhodococcus and Nocardia

Mycobacterium Rhodococcus Nocardia
Fragmenting mycelium (=) ( (+)
Acid—fastness (+) () ()
Sucrose as C source () (+) (-
Arylsulfatase (+) () (G
B —Galactosidase variable =) (+)
Resistance to 5—fluorouracil variable () (+)
(20 #g/ml) in Ogawa egg medium
Resistance to mitomycin C
(5#g/ml) in Ogawa egg medium variable (=) (+)
Myecolic acids
Total number of C atoms 60 — 88 30 — 66 44 — 60 .
Number of double bonds less than 3 2— 6 less than 2

(BEE Goodfellow) kO EHRS NI, #-T, N.
farcinica WEAES, TORWOIERZL LT -T2,

C D%, Tsukamura®” i&, 1969 FEICH o ICEHRS
N7 N. asteroides’® %, & 52 2 >DWMEIC/HEIL
#2o Z L T, type strain ATCC 19247 k2 &L Bt %
S LICH LWVWEBRTD N. asteroides & L, fhofz
Nocardia nova & &4 L tco #&&, LRI D N. aster-
oides 1, ¥ L WELKT®D N. asteroides, N. farci-
nica, N. nova ® 3B icsElshie (Table Do

B - T, BHIE, BYYEEE I AR S 5 Nocar-
dia &£ LTI, RO 5 >OEENDF 5N 5, N. aster-
oides (in new sense), N. farcinica, N. nova, N.
brasiliensis, B XU N. otitidis—caviarum (syno-

nym : N. caviae).
Nocardia DRE

Nocardia PEIEICZ, 9, FHETHS Myco-
bacterium 3B £ U Rhodococcus 1> 5 D XBIDBMHET

% %, Nocardia & Th b 2 @& DEERIA% Table 2
KR T b3, R 2T~ ofERL7c, LAL,
FERMEY OB TR, KO KD BEERETHATS
bEEbNn B,

Nocardia ® ¥ #13, = OHWE% (fragmenting
mycelium) OEFEICH b, HMERE VIO, FE
DX, BERERMSD SN, Thskic, BER
W0 LERBIRBIEN E W L T b0V S, BN
1213, Nocardia Z/NIFEHICEERE L ci5a, 28CT1
~) AET L LELORENALONG, IhE, BE
HETZ54 Fic®Ek L, Ziehl-Neelsen J+ETHH T
EHwLTABE, 0umbl LOES ORRESED S
N3, CTHHERT, B, CORRKREDSHRHMBHT
WBDONHLNE, OB, Nocardia ZIEHLEEMET
BRL VBN, B, BRoPIT, FBREORRINE
wohad (Thz [Pk Partial acid—fast-
ness £V 9H), & SIcEEBEERET T, 3~5 HRICEHK
hta L THLE, BRIZBEAERDONT, FhiRkiE
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Table 3. Differentiation between the Species of Nocardia

% of strains showing positive reaction

z Z Z z 2
; 3 T | 2 | ®
& < Q S a
g © = B )
J
3
No of strains tested 9 14 7 10 27
Growth at 45°C 0 0 0 50 96
Colony pigmentation in dark 78 100 14 0 30
Reduction of nitrate to nitrite 100 93 0 60 30
Benzamidase 0 0 0 0 70
Allantoinase 33 0 71 100 7
L—Serine as simultaneous N and C 0 0 29 100 0
sources
Acetamide as simultaneous N and C 0 7 0 0 96
sources
Monoethanolamine as simultaneous 11 0 0 100 96
N and C sources
Citrate as C source 89 0 100 0 0
1, 3—Butylene glycol as C source 0 0 0 0 81
D—-Galactose as C source 0 0 57 0 0
L—Rhamnose as C source 11 0 0 0 96
Inositol as C source 0 0 71 100
Mannitolas C source 0 0 57 90 0

The utilization of carbohydrates were tested in the presence of ammoniacal nitrogen.

(E% ) ORREE 2 3ERIREIBA SN S, TDLD
T, FEEOYIHNCZZ JEARMBED &N BIREEDS, SHWH
HRTH5B, REDEDOHHICLERPEDONE D%,
KABEA (permanent mycelium) &5, KAHR
EmRT bDIE, Nocardia T\, Mycobacterium
SR PTERYE TSR AR 12, Rhodococcus i3,
LU CBbtiRIEIc 37 5 ¢, 9B TEAE R (R
FNCERZE2 R b MICHEET %),

RIS %2, X0 EMICITS Hikd LTI, RO Lk
A,

B KH,PO,, 0.75 g ; Na,HPO, , 8.65g ; picric
acid, 2.0g; sodium succinate, 2.0g; distilled
water (pHIZHARIC7.8LKM 5D T, D% £ MEIE
THHT 2), PRBREIC4 0ml Fo5EL, 1200C 20
Gy, A=t L= T TRELTHERT 5, /NI
28°C 3 HfISE L ic#itti s 2 A EHRE L, mRE
LCRMIL 7ok, 28C it#d %, 1H, 2H, 3H%

I, BRICELAEFTEZHSHETTSVWI-TRA S A F
FicHE i THM L, Ziehl-Neelsen iE T4t L, $5%
T 5, nB, BEPEREHV S,

bid o, NFEA2EE9, picric acid #8A T
Wh7H, HORBRBRICLMEI SV, L
HOKSBIRY &5 > TV B e, 20FE, 254 FE
IR B &M TE S, - T, BORFINERICEK -
THLLED S EDIE, Nocardia TREREHH
HHon, BRI, INHADWLTOLDERD B T LM
T & %, Mycobacterium & Rhodococcus T3, B
SREH SN, H, AIE P, %E 355
Btkic s 5,

VI FEo#IET, #WRED Nocardia TH 5 T & 421
BTERS, KiZ, EEOREETH 2, BEREICS,
Table 3 DREEITH T E%2FTTWH, TD Table 3
D, SCHR 27 SIERIL 720

A Tld, Nocardia ODRIEHIC > W LD T,
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