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REVIEW : MYCOBACTERIUM MARINUM INFECTIONS IN HUMANS

2. Infections Caused by M. marinum

Michio TSUKAMURA *

(Received for publication October 29, 1987)

The infection of humans caused by M. marinum (M. balnet) was first reported by

Nordén and Linell in 1951-1954 as swimming pool—granuloma.

Thereafter, the infection of

men who worked with washing of fish tanks was also reported (fish tank granuloma). The
causative organism probably lives in sea water and the infection to humans seems to occur

through sea water or fishes.

The principal lesion is granuloma in the skin of the hand,

finger, elbow and/or knee. There is no report of infection of internal organs. Chemothera-
peutic agents reported as useful are minocycline, rifampicin, ethambutol, amikacin, etc. In

this country, there are about 100 cases reported since 1970.
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