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DIAGNOSIS OF TUBERCULOSIS

— Analysis of 399 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis diagnosed during the last 7 years —

Hiroshi SATO * , Kotaro OIZUMI, Masakichi MOTOMIYA and Kiyoshi KONNO
(Received for publication December 27, 1987)

The process to the final diagnosis of tuberculosis was investigated in 399 cases which
had been newly diagnosed as pulmonary tuberculosis by bacteriological and/or histological
findings. Of these 399 cases 71.9% were over 40 years old and 31.6% were detected by the
mass survey. Cavities were found in 47.6% on chest X—ray film. Diabetes mellitus was
complicated in 14.8% of these cases and these patients were older and the cavities on chest
X-ray film were more frequent as compared with non—diabetic tuberculous patients.
Antibiotics had been administered in 14.8% before the diagnosis of tuberculosis. Broncho-
scopy including transbronchial lung biopsy (TBLB) was useful for the diagnosis of
tuberculosis in 38 cases. Tuberculosis was confirmed histologically in resected lung tissues
in 40 cases. The majority of these histologically—proven cases had been detected by the
mass survey and their pathological findings on chest X-ray films were found in upper and
middle field of the lungs.
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