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Cases of infections due to M. asiaticum, M. shimoidei and M. simiae and bacteriologic
characteristics useful for identifying these organisms are reviewed.

M. simiae can not be identified only by a positive niacin test, because there are a few
strains of Mycobacterium avium—M. intracellulare complex which show a positive niacin
reaction'”. In laboratory tests, key characters for identifying M. simiae are the following
three'® : 1) strongly positive niacin production; 2) tolerance to 0.2% picric acid in a
modified Sauton agar medium, in which sodium glutamate is substituted for asparagine;
3) utilization of succinate as carbon source in the presence of ammonical nitrogen.
The latter two characteristics are originally characteristic for rapidly growing
mycobacteria'® .
mycobacteria. With these characteristics, M. simiae is identified without employing
serological testing.

However, only M. simiae is an exceptional case of slowly growing
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Mycobacterium simiae, Mycobacterium asiati-

cum & U Mycobacterium shimoidei i< & 3 J& YL fE S

3, HEBRHRISREYETH D, #-T, XERHDE W, 1. Mycobacterium simiae Karasseva et al.
WoT, TOIEHEIOVT, TLHTRHRT S, T 1965.

T, HATHRS»>TWBDIE, M. shimoidei BRYAE M. simiae Z, 19654/~ v A ) — D Karasseva

DHT, A 2FICLBBPER, X Rob - TV, et al. PP Itk - T, Y uhSHEINTIBEELT
MES N, BEZR, [YVOHBE| OBTH 37,
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H+ Vb 5 & ke Mycobacterium avium—M.
intracellulare complex (M. avium complex) IZ$H
P 2HBETH - T, B—OHEBETRE» -7z (B,
LTAM, 19T14IT, # 2 —D Valdivia et al.¥ 28
E M SHEEL A BIREOHERE L LT Mycobacteri-
um habana 2WEL, IO M. simiae EFEIL T
WA &P, PHE -0y SORREOTINR L -
7o

% ¢, Képpler & Neubert® (3, M. simiae & M.
habana WHEYIFR], HERERICB O THELUL TV
BT EA2WME LI, £72, Meissner & Schréder® 3,
M. simiae BRDSMFEFRIIC oIt 3 o3 2 &2 R
HL, MR 1 &mEs 2 10k, JofbT, Mgk
1 ORIDLICEMS 53 L REBOEEEIED, EIEN
FeFtatt (delayed photochromogenicity) #3&% -7,
—7, MER 2 O IIEEREMNE (scotochromogeni—
city) 2/RL7s Z LT, M. habanald, Hi&, b
MER 1 OBEFPER B A RT OO EE—TH 5 LR
L7

T hic>2 0T, Thorel®, Weiszfeiler & Karc-
zag” K& U Boisvert® &, MK, BRIKBFHIC
M. simiae & M. habana & WE—Tdh 5 T & 2HE
L (EHWZIE, M. simice D —E Dk & M.
habana HBE—EWVWH T ETHB), TD®D, M.
habana i3 M. simiae DREIFE (synonym) &&Eh7,
Ihb—fRicRFEh SN,

L T AT, Boisvert & Truffot® 13, M. simiae &
SNTVBHRI, AEWFR, SR, mFErERc
L0, 3BT OLNEETEELEBIT, TNSOHIR
A M. avium complex IZEEU L TW A LML, M.
simiae & M. avium complex DHICANBRNETH
5 EFERLI, M. simiae h M. avium complex I
PUTWVB LR, FiLSHDL->TWRW, —Ib, FIET
HrEFREhTOEY,

%1, Baess & Magnusson'® ® #7213, DNA
hybridization &% U sensitin JF&Y ~uv 2 ) v) K
BRI & - T, M. simiae DIMER 1, MEE 2 KO M.
avium D 3EDB B LB OB THE I EAERNLT, R
ETId, M. simiae 3, M. avium complex IZ & <
LTV B A, niacin BHT, BIEFPDEREME ARSI
H 1 DR ERD SN TV B,

2. Mycobacterium asiaticum Weiszfeiler et

al. 1971.

COHEW, YA LOEESNT, Wotth, M. simiae
LaN/ 18HKRFD 4 ¥R TH B, 1971 F£IT Weiszfeiler
et al.! IT k> THEREE L THS S i, AFEMD
<, niacin BHETH Y, MFEFFEMICS M. simiae &
XElTE %,

O BB B4

afn

3. Mycobacterium shimoide: Tsukamura 1982.

M. shimoidei 1, 1975 £ i< Tsukamura et al.'”
KL THEEE LTilREShi, TOEE, EEERE
WEEDEED SRS N, A, ERLEHREEOS
EbE, EEPEHEETREEL TVWT, FIEEE S -
bDTHB, FU, TOEMKIEIERREREKSE LT
R TEESRFES QT Vs, BERICEURE—E
PHEINTWE I Ennnh, RELLLDTH %,
WO E, THABELOZ» 5B, [TFHOFEE]
DETDH 5,

L»L, Co&AE, ERBEMRBENSREL L
“Approved lists of bacterial names” 1980 4'¥
IR S N3 » - 7272 ¥, International code of
nomencleeture of bacteria IZ it - THERh & 75 - 72,
EAEKETAICKDE, ERAEMSLBIZTTHEED
S0, HIFOHMATH 35 LWV, M. haemophilum
BES TEFRTTERSNLTOS L, fluc 12T T

HanrEELH 3,

L» L, Z®D# D International Working Group
on Mycobacterial Taxonomy (IWGMT)'® @ #t [§
WFFEic & -» T, Australia iZ & EBED 1 Hihsdh %
T EDGh - 1o (Blacklock & Dawson i & » T4y
EN), THEZIFT, 198241, Tsukamura'® 8
M. shimoidei @ # & % International Journal of
Systematic Bacteriology (IJSB) <47~ T, EEEH
AR I N GE 1976 FELIREIE, FHEREORIBE,
[JSB IciB# L 20 E BRI TRV,

M. simiae, M. asiaticum R M. shimoidei

DREEE

M. simiae 3, Karasseva et al.’ 0¥ Weiszfeiler
et al? ODRHOMED S5 LT, M. avium complex
BLUOEEEN TV, BL®, M. simice & &N
B, B—EETRZL, %I, M asiaticum'™
B, o SR s N,

#1<, DNA hybridization ® [I#&F2¥HIBFFEIC &L -
T, M. avium complex £&ES T LFHASH L
S, BERRET, TOXIBREEZPNZ DI,
Z T, B, B CEREIR OME S RERE & 15 B,
Meissner & Schroder® O\ 5 TEIEHEFEM | (3,
FRERDF LS WIY, il O REMRE (1~2
HEXT 2HRE) TR, 2 EERBHICRAS05T
HB, k12, WADIT->TWVWS 14 ARIOREITEE & 5
HEBEOLE TS, BEREFHTREL, #-T, L
5, M. simiae |3 Group II nonphotochromogens
D—D2EEZHEBL W,

CD&HEZBLE, M. avium complex & DXHI
MU, niacin BHEOEKLF I >TLED, T A,
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Table Distinguishing Characters for Identifying M. simiae, M. asiaticum and

M. shimoidei from M. avium Complex and M. nonchromogenicum

% of strains showing positive reaction

£
g
© S
8 | § 3 2| 3| & | %
S| S| S| 5 5| 8| =
No. of strains tested 26 100 46 93 5 4 5
Growth after 3 days 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Colony pigmentation in dark 0 0 100 0 0 0 0
Photochromogenicity 0 0 0 0 0 100 0
Growth at 45°C 77 71 4 0 0 75 100
Resistance to NH,OH. HC1 250* 92 100 100 100 100 100 0
Resistance to NH;OH. HC1 500* 62 97 87 | 100 | 100 100 0
Growth on Sauton agar medium 100 100 | 100 94 100 100 0
Tolerance to 0.2 % picric acid** 0 0 0 0 100 0 0
Resistance to ethambutol 5* 100 100 100 0 100 100 0
Tween 80 hydrolysis (7 days) 0 0 0 | 100 0 0 0
Tween 80 hydrolysis (14 days) 0 2 11 100 0 0 100
Catalase (foam>45mm) 0 4 100 | 100 | 100 100 0
@ — Esterase 100 97 100 11 100 100 40
B — Esterase 100 97 | 100 84 | 100 100 20
Acid phosphatase 88 90 78 100 0 100 100
Nitrate reduced to nitrite 0 1 0 29 0 0 0
(24 hours)
Glucose as C source 15 89 91 0 100 100 0
(gluatamate—N)
Succinate as C source 0 0 0 0 80 0 0
(ammoniacal nitrogen)
Urease 0 4 48 0 100 0 0

Cited from Tsukamura, M, :Int J Syst Bacteriol, 26:409 —420, 1976,

* Tested in Ogawa egg medium (ug/ml),

** Tested in a modified Sauton agar medium, in which sodium glutamate

was substituted for asparagine,

A4 ORFFLIc L B &, M. avium complex OHITIZ,
#1 2 % O E& T niacin OB H 517, - T,
niacin Btk & W 3 BT, M. simiae 2[EET 5 T
LRTER, MOXFRERSTBENSD B,
Tsukamura'® 13, M. simiae % fth O EREH
BE (slowly growing mycobacteria) #» & X354
ZEEHMELT, RO2EEH I, 1R, 0.2%E”
) vEBEEH Sauton EREHICKE T 5L, HE2i,

succinate # CJi& LTRIHT 22 L Th b (N FHIF
NH;—N)o O o0MHE I, REHRBEHEE (rapi-
dly growing mycobacteria) ®O#'H TV, BRE
HBRE OB TIE M. simiae 123 BHIAKICZ OHE %
R o B> T, M. simiae® M. avium complex
54 BHRE LTIE, (1) Niacin BB, (20.2%¢
7 ) vEEEH Sauton BREIHIFET, (3) NH;—-N HE
T T® succinate ® Ci& L TOFAD 3 A B
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T LV,

M. asiaticum DO¥EIRIE, FHFREMETH B LLANT
12, M. scrofulaceum % 7213 M. avium LML T
W3, fE- T, KBRRAERBHELLE V. TO M.
asiaticum OXFEBW IHBD THIRTH 205, HH
BHRRE Z T HEEIERBE TH S, L LTS,
Fx DWFFEIc & B &, M. scrofulaceum IR %E IR
B9 2 EABIEREROKENBTE 5, oKL
< M. asiaticum & X BIH 2 » 12V, M. asiaticum
& M. scrofulaceum DXAHL, FEHFEORMAH 5
LI icBbn s,

M. shimoidei i3 , & T M. nonchromogenicum
M T B % & oh (Tween 80 Ki#EYE, Etham-
butol 5 ug/mi &= ¥), 45°C TOHE, NH,O0H 500
peg/mlEZHOETHS MIXIITE 2,

FERE-S>OHBEORED £A v + % Table ITRY
(7. Rose et al.? &, 19824F 1T M. simiae % [6%E
T 5 OEEMRE LT, niacin B, catalase 3
[, urease[GHED 3 EX HIFTWVWEDS, catalase 5
MG & 45 mm Ll E) b urease BitEd, M. avium
conplex THBICRHEN 50T, REMNELIIVWANR
Vo LrL, TOHBHREIMRNZEASAS> LR, &
WHELT M. simiae #[FETE 5 L Bbnz, LHL,
FEHL, RIR L SHIRO S MBLVEETHZ EE S,
1¥B; M. simiae ® catalase & U urease DEkE
1976 #£D Tsukamura'® OREFEIC HHTWV3),

1. M. simiae EGIE

Valdivia et al.® 13, 45% @ M. habana (=M.
simiae) % F a —/NADBEDED OHHEL fc EHE
LTW3, £, Boisvert® &, M. simiae % fifEE
BEOEP O LI LEBRRTOV S, BYETH -
fer & S MIRIH S ATV, Krasnow & Gross?V 13,
88D IMEDEE DR S M. simiae %< DR LIEE
L, COBEPMICE v M{LEHESREBES ST LM
5, MBREETHAH & L, B, TOEE, #ilc
M. intracellulare E[EESH, TOEEZEDL LT, M
B GEIC LD M. simiae LEE LI BTV 5,

Wiz, Rose et al.?? F, 69O LMD M. simiae
I & BRI, 55 BOBEE 9ROKICBT LGB
EMELTWS, 0o 55 EBORIIERXR R
SoBtEs TV AL, [EEFIC M. kansasii bTEES 1
720 #8513, M. simiae »* Kanamycin IS DHfER
Al Td -7 &5,

M. simiae D HiFERAIEZMIC OV T, Kappler &
Neubert? i3, Lowenstein—Jensen ##1T “propor-
tion method” THRL, IROBEEICTNTIMETH - 72 &

o BB E 4T

WBXTW5B, Isoniazid (INH), 0.2uxg/ml; Strepto-
mycin (SM), 4 ug/ml; p—Aminosalicylate (PAS),
0.5u#g/ml; Ethionamide (TH), 20 #g/ml; Etham-
butol (EB), 1ug/ml; Rifampicin (RFP), 20ug/
ml, 7272 L Cycloserin (CS), 20ug/mlic¥ L Tid
M, DVWTRA S, WS, M. asiaticum iIZD W
T, SM, TH, EB, CS/&ZH, fhickL Tl
WoTW3 (20 EB OB#EE, A OBFETIRMHET
H5)o

ok HHEKARZEESL B L, P13, M
simiae \& M. avium complex IZEBEIL TWA LWL 5
T&W,

Krasnow & Gross?’ @ 88 go#hEl3, 13 U INH
+EB+SM, R\WT INH+EB TEEI NS HEE IR &
T oMo tc (XERBIZHE L7, BEE 2 FERIC13
EEEE L, £ 0%, INH+EB+RFP+CS, INH+CS
THEBES N, R, CoBREIXBREL, BRE3IAH
THLELTWV AN, RIZEVTEL,

Rose et al.?? O % 1 EHI3Z INH+EB+RFP TIHE
sh, 1HEF%IC—B INH+TH+CS icEH s, %
FU INH+EB+RFP Tiga hic, SRR E £ -
TV, %2R, BENOR? S M. simiae &
M. kansasii WA EES N BITH B H, BHEZT
INH+EB+RFP TIHEENT VW5, 55 3RS, REHEHE
R E D EHIERR D © M. simiae DEEEI NLfc, INH+
EB+RFP T 1 #H, %, INH+EB+KM, INH+RFP
KM T hic (RZHERETKM I LTDA
WEZMWNDH - 1) T DOEEFILIER, AENTELX
I st Ewd, BI BT, M. avium complex fiE
DFE EUTVT, (EHBEENORIGIRI S TIRIEW
£HTH 5B,

1982 4 12 th 72 Lavy & Yoshpe—Purer®® 04 13
EIREABDODTH -7, 513, Israel D Tel-
AvivHli o #3287 % 5 5 &5 399 KD M. simiae
EOEECELEV D, T DKRKERSY 240 £ i single isola-
tes Tdh -7z (40 ZDOEED S 240 K)o TS DEE
DOFMIEEH S h TV, Mok E 2BABE L
BEOR, Gk EL oI N, 9ZDEEDS
B2mEPIE, 18Z0EEN S IEILI LSS N, 3
B EBER @ 18 413, KREHHEERL 2 IR L
feE SN AT, XBBETHiOE YA {LERL TV,
—R, A4 LBrShEHETHLH, TothD 40
¥k 13 Wales, Cardiff ® Mycobacterium Reference
Unit (P. A. Jenkins) TIEEOEE/ v~< 757 4
— (TLC) %#%7-> 7T, M. simiae T® 5 Z &EHHEMD
ShtzE VI,

1983 £ #}% @ Bell et al.?” DR b EEEV, H 5
13, M. simice ZHE L7 24 BlOBEBEL TV 5,
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2B WBYYETH B LB b, ftho 36l b E oY
fETh 3 EBbiid, EoD 19 F3K 6 FOEET,
ERE E BN B3 LIdEHh -t BRPEEEEbii 2
BlofRGAT R, LM SRFETH -7, D2
Bz, K, ity MHERCIEXRFOMEE & - T
Wi, 513, M. simiae 3RO I EBRINICENS
HBE T, AY0KEE (obligate pathogen) & W
Z5EFEDETRIBVEVSTWVS,

Wright et al.”® 13, 18 & ¥ v EIFHIEMN % D
1R (T05% 20 #WEL T3, TOBRFIEIRTL
75, MMET R TR, MR 4 Y VB R O
w707y —YhokafllaREcEDINTEY, £
FEICRBE L DR E & v A LD S, fRkRIC
BEEL 24 AFEMEBsRED O, BRIk, M.
simiae BEEB SN, WO, TOHREORAE, M.
simiae WXt 9 % RFE B SUE», 3B A Y
v REIF RIS~ D M. simiae D IRIEHRTH 5D
ELTWVW5B,

Lévy—Frébault et al.?® 13, 2 v 7D 43 OB T,
AIDS DBETH 5 LIEFIOMK, =Bk, +iEX
CEBOEREARN S M. simiae 2578 L 7 L35 L
TW3,

2. M. asiaticum BEYHE

Dawson et al.?” 13, Australia ® Queensland ®
5% DEEM S M. asiaticum %458 L 7 LHEL,
OO 2 PINIEGIETH A 5 LTV E, Thb
5PloEEIE, v~ ) YKIET, human PPD i
SHLTED b avian PPD IS L TH#S KIGLTW3B &
EoEHE N B,

3. M. shimoidei FEGIE

Tsukamura et al.!? i&, 161 ® M. shimoidei ®
FHRRGUER 285 U 7o R 1d 1968 FE4HF 56 O B T,
IS A SHM D TRMERZE 2 L, 1968 £ 5 1973 4Eic
DI TTIE M. shimoidei #HEE L7z, HB#H13 1973 4,
C DRYHETHEL L7z, 55 2 B1d, Australia @ Black-
lock & Dawson OREFIT, MERIETH 50, 53
Blid, M7 7 ) ADORBANCHIBGMEEEC L LT,
H. J. van der Meulen (South African Institute
for Medical Research, Johannesburg) 7 5% 51
TEREKRT, EBEDO S LT M. shimoidei L[EES
Nice BAGNG, ~VF—CIRGYEERR LAEE L
T M. shimoidei & [Al & & 1, F. Portaels (Prince
Leopold Institute for Tropical Medicine, Ant-
werp) D OEFEDHFNERBHERD DL OLNTE 1,
FIPIRVEAPIIRREIITH 2, T DEDREIIE R,
MTdsrn, HAOEH (HA, Australia, South
Africa, Belgie) THRE &, Lo bFHAIIhIBES
EHE IR GYE T & 5 SHOBERIE D,
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#%E. M. simiae D% H#F V. Karasseva et al.”
@ Valentina Karasseva (# 5 v & v » ERET3)
i3, M. asiaticum OFRE J. G. Weiszfeiler et al.'?
@ J. G. Weiszfeiler DR A TH %, Weiszfeiler t#1
7 Moscow BFHICREREIE L /- L DHT, KAldD
YT ANThH B, D, VET MEHPEEOE E LML -
TWBIeOEDE > TV b, EHEIZ 1977 41 Budapest
Ao, TOBRE, RETEBITHMAICKTTS
D, FRERETE-STVRE VR, BiEh, XETH
HEfEL TWi P&, RAOFRBEOMELEICK - 72,
3 1980 FE /N v F vy YERFDODIEEI N &
Mo CCIEATEROEERET 2,
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