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In this symposium, it was discussed how to treat and/or prevent the development of

intractable tuberculosis which is resistant to any of main anti—tuberculosis drugs.

The following several intractable cases were analyzed from the therapeutic point of

view : newly—diagnosed, severely—ill cases which died in spite of intensive treatment ; cases
in which bacilli in sputum converted to negative by chemotherapy but resulted in irreversible
respiratory failure ; and re—treatment cases, especially with long—lasting positive bacilli in

sputum. Through the analysis of these cases, the following points were emphasized and
summarized as the conclusion of this symposium.

1.
2.

[S2 I

Importance of early case findings.

Necessity of oxygen inhalation therapy for the severely—ill tuberculosis cases, to prevent
the development of chronic respiratory failure.

Procedures how to prevent defaulters.

Inappropriate change of regimen one after another for multi—drug—resistant cases.

Use of four minor drugs including PZA for the intractable cases resistant to both INH
and RFP. Surgical treatment should be considered for cases with indication for
surgery.

Availability of ofloxacin in the treatment of cases with chronic bacilli excreters.
Intensification of training for general physicians on the importance of tuberculosis
control.

* From the Osaka Prefectural Habikino Hospital, Habikino City, Osaka 583 Japan.
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8. Intensified leadership of tuberculosis advisory committee of health center in the

tuberculosis control program.
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