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CLINICO-PATHOLOGICAL STUDY ON 32 AUTOPSY CASES
OF ATYPICAL-MYCOBACTERIOSIS

Yo TAJIMA * Rokuro IZUCHI, Tsuyoshi TEZUKA, Akira NAKANO,
Yoshihiko MATSUDA and Takeo OHSHIMA

( Received for publication January 23, 1987 )

Thirty-two cases of Atypical Mycobacteriosis (AM) were studied clinico—pathologically.
The results were as follows.

1) Of 32 patients, 18 died due to AM itself and the remaining 14 cases due to other
diseases such as cancer, interstitial pneumonia and others.

2) In these 18 patients, the enlargement of cavities, the extension of lesions, and the
abundant discharge of bacilli continued until their death, and in 16 cases the cause of death
was AM-pneumonia. The duration from the onset to death was from 5 years to 10 years ;
in 13 patients it was less than 5 years and in the remaining 5 cases, 8 to 10 years. Thirteen
patients out of 18 were female.

3) Histologically, productive lesions were fewer in the cases of AM than those of
pulmonary tuberculosis. In general, characteristics of the lesions of AM were exudative or
proliferative, and the pneumonia has a lesser tendency to give rise to caseous necrosis
compared with tuberculosis.
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