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TUBERCULOSIS EPIDEMIC IN A BUSINESS OFFICE
Yoshinobu OHSAKI * |, Fumiko MITO, Yuji IKEDA, Eiichi SAKAI and Sokichi ONODERA
(Received for publication November 12, 1986)

A tuberculosis epidemic in a business office in a rural area of “A” city was reported.
Five patients of lung tuberculosis and/or pleurisy were found out of eighteen persons
concerned. Case 1 was 35 year—old man who was detected an. abnormal shadow on his
chest roentgenogram by a doctor who treated his vocal code polyp, and referred to our
hospital. His chest abnormal it was detected five years ago, and has been followed up under
the diagnosis of inactive lung tuberculosis. Though he had both familial and personal
history of lung tuberculosis, no sputum examination was done. On admission his sputum
smear was Gaffky 9 and his chest roentgenogram showed an infiltrative shadow with a
cavity in the right upper lobe. Case 2 was 48 year—old female with cough and hemoptysis.
She was treated by a neighboring general practioner under the diagnosis of lung tuberculosis.
Because of increase of cough and hemoptysis she was referred to us, then her sputum smear
was Gaffky 2. Her chest roentgenogram showed an infiltlative shadow with a cavity in
the right upper lobe. Case 3 was 17 year—old female with fever and right chest pain.
Although M. tuberculosis was not detected, her chest roentgenogram showed an infiltrative
shadow in the right upper lobe and right pleural effusion. Case 4 was 17 year—old female.
She had no complaints, but she wanted to be examined because she was a friend of case 3.
M. tuberculosis was not detected, but her chest roentgenogram showed an infiltrative
shadow in the left upper lobe. Case 5 was 29 year—old man, whose abnormal shadow was
detected by the routine chest X—ray examination. M. tuberculosis was not detected, but
chest roentgenogram showed left pleural effusion.

Case 1 had not undergone a medical check up in the year when the epidemic occured.
As he had been said that his abnormal shadow on the chest roentgenogram was cured
tuberculosis, he believed that his lung tuberculosis had cured already. The causes of present
tuberculosis epidemic might be patient’s ignorance of the recurrence of lung tuberculosis
and insufficient instruction of doctors to the patient. The role of the doctor who are in
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charge of the routine health check—up was stressed.
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