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INTRACTABLE PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
—AN IMMUNE SPECTRUM IN PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS—
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In oder to investigate the immunological peculiarity in patients with chronic,
intractable pulmonary tuberculosis (‘chronics’), NK cell activity and other parameters of
cell-mediated immunity were examined in the spectrum of 29 chronics.

The results were as follows :

1) NK cell activity in chronics was significantly higher (p < 0.001) than that in
healthy controls.

2) NK cell activity in chronics was not significantly different from that in newly
diagnosed patients, and significantly lower (p < 0.05) than that in treated patients.

3) PPD reaction was positive in all patients studied. On the other hand, decrease of
DNCB reaction was found in 37.9%.

4) Chronics could be classified into two polar groups, based on the combination of NK
cell activity and DNCB reaction—high reacting type (with high NK cell activity, normal
DNCB reaction), and low reacting type (with low NK cell activity, reduced DNCB reaction).
The intermediate group showed characteristics of the neighbouring polar groups.

5) Most patients of high reacting type were characterized by moderate and stable
roentgenographic lesions, while most patients of low reacting type were characterized by
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far advanced and aggravated lesions.
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We could demonstrate the exisistence of a spectrum of immune response defined by NK
cell activity and DNCB reaction, and the intense relationship between the immune spectrum

and clinical state in chronics.
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