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CLINICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SERUM TUMOR MARKERS
(CEA, TPA, IAP AND FERRITIN) IN PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

Hikotaro KOMATSU *

(Received for publication Aple 22, 1986)

Serum tumor markers (CEA, TPA, IAP and FRN) were measured in 36 patients with
pulmonary tuberculosis before and during chemotherapy and the significance of serum

tumor markers in pulmonary tuberculosis were compared to that in patients with lung

cancer.

By the chest X—ray on admission, serum tumor marker levels in the patients with

cavity were higher compared with the patients without cavity.

Serial measurement of serum markers were performed during chemotherapy.

Serum

level was increased untill three months after chemotherapy and thereafter decreased.
At the active phase in pulmonary tuberculosis, serum tumor markers showed higher
level. Thus, the measurements of serum markers are not always useful as a screening test

for patients with lung cancer.

It is nessesary, however, to Gonsider the coexistence of carcinoma in the case of

patients with higher level of serum tumor markers or more than cut off level at two months

after negative conversion of tubercle bacilli.
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