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SERUM FACTORS AND CELL-MEDIATED IMMUNITY IN PATIENTS
WITH PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
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Serum factors and cell-mediated immunity were compared between the group of
chronic excrators of tubercle bacilli and the group of the patients in which the tubercle
bacilli had become negative within 6 months after the starting of the treatment.

The reduction of the ratio of serum albumin to globulin, increase of the erythrocyte
sedimentation rate and immunosuppressive acidic protein, were found in the chronic
excrator of tubercle bacilli. The depression of cell-mediated immunity, judged by the
decrease of the ratio of Helper /inducer T lymphocytes to Suppressor / cytotoxic T
lymphocytes and the reduced skin reaction to PPD was also found in the group of
chronic excrators. These results seem to indicate the persistence of inflammation and
the depression of cell-mediated immunity in the host of the patients with pulmonary
tuberculosis who excrate the tubercle bacilli chronically.
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THI: helper/inducer T lymphocytes
T sc: suppressor/cytotoxic T lymphocytes
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